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OBSERVE THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


JANUARY 18th to JANUARY 25th 


1pproved and Blessed by Apostolic Brief of His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV. 


OCTAVE LITERATURE NOW AVAILABLI 


The Church Unity Octave Booklet. Contains explanation of the Octave development. Each 


Church Unity Octave Prayerbook. A handy compendium of prayers and hymns suitable for 
use by Priests and laity in the daily devotions during the Octave. Each 


Church Unity Addresses. Short radio talks, useful for instruction in class or as a basis for 


sermons. Each 


Single Leaflet with Prayer and Intentions of the Octave. 
Printed in English, Italian or French 25¢ per 100 


Folders with various prayers appropriate to observance of the Octave 50c per 100 


Address: FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








For women who desire physical rest in a religious atmosphere amid healthgiving surround- 
ings, Our Lady’s Hostel at Graymoor is ideal. Busy people who cannot get away from the 
city except over Sunday are recommended to make a Sunday trip to Graymoor, and there be 
the Guests of the Sisters of the Atonement in Our Lady’s Hostel for twenty-four hours, returning 
to their homes either Sunday evening, or early Monday morning. 
Peekskill, on the New York Central lines. 


For reservations apply to: Sr. M. Francis, S. A., Our Lady’s Hostel, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


The nearest railroad station is 
Ten minutes by taxi brings the guests to the Hostel. 
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For Sion’s sake | will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BRIGHTNESS, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp.—Isaias xu, 1. 
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Which Star? 


HERE are three modern approaches to Christ- 
mas. There is the approach of Catholics who 

follow the Star of Faith to worship at the Crib 
as the Magi were led by the miraculous star the first 
Christmastide. There is the opposite approach of those 
the Red Star of Communism, and whose 
Christmas re 


who fi low 


attitude to 


By Liam Brophy, B. Ph. 


the hearty figure of Santa Claus. It was a radical 
change from the saintly bishop of Bari, who bestowed 
dowries on poor girls, to this fur-mantled figure from 
the Nordic forests. And it was symptomatic of other 
transformations. 

The Feast of Christmas, that is, of the Mass of 
Christ, came to be known 
as Yule. This was a recall 





sembles that of Herod who 


sought to exterminate the 
Christ-Child, knowing that 
He was a rival to his power 
There is the humanistic and 
humanitarian Protestant ap- 
proach, crystallized a cen- 
tury ago by Dickens in his 


charming Christmas tales. 
Its most apposite sign, the 
centre of its ritual, is the 
Christmas tree, a pagan 


Teutonic symbol bedecked 
and disguised with the glit- 
tering trinkets of secular- 
ism. And most of the Eng- 
lish-speaking countries are 
dominated by what we may 
call the Dickensian idea of 
Christmas. We should ex- 
amine the that this 
idea is in harmony with a 
Christian approach, for it is 
possible to take Christmas 


claim 





as a test case in the judg- 
ment of nations which is 
coming to pass in our day. 

The secularization of European, and consequently of 
western, culture began with the Reformation, and we 
are witnessing in a tragic manner the final stages of 
that proeess in our day. The Reformation in the north 
of Europe, like the Renaissance in the south, turned 
from the saints to find its heroes in the gods of pagan 
antiquity, the one to the warlike Teuton deities beloved 
of the Nazis, the other to the graceful fleet-limbed gods 
of ancient Greece. This paganizing process took the 
form of Humanism in the south and for the most part 
became a literary cult, leaving the Catholic fabric un- 
touched. In the north it insinuated itself into the social, 
political and economic life of nations in the wake of 
Protestantism. There began a steady de-Christianiza- 
tion of the old traditions which the Church had fos- 
tered. Thus, St. Nicholas, the patron saint of children, 
who was supposed to reward the little ones who had 





St. Francis at the Crib at Greccio. 


been good throughout the year, was transmuted into 


to the pagan festival of the 
Scandinavians which 
celebrated in the 
solstice, and was known as 
the feast of Juul. Huge 
for the occa- 
sion in the god 
Thor, from which we derive 
the modern custom of burn- 
ing the Yule log. Though 
scholars differ in their opin- 
ions with regard to the 
origin of the Christmas 
tree, they agree that it is a 
survival of pagan ritual, 
There is a curious irony to 


was 
winter 


fires were lit 
honor of 





be found in the announce- 
ment of the central council 
of the godless movement is- 
sued shortly before the war. 
It decrees that its members 
might participate in “the 
celebration of the fir tree, 
but under the sign of the 
sickle and hammer.” There 
was a deeper significance 
in this promulgation than the Bolsheviks guessed. It 
was atheism crowning the work of materialism which 
Protestants had begun. But there was a sign of Chris- 
tian hope underlying the arrogant gesture. It showed 
that materialism had come to the end of its resources, 
for matter, as men will come to discover in more ways 
than is limited. The spirit, as the theologians 
teach us, is capax Dei, capable of God, Who is infinite. 

After the Lutheran revolt the great Catholic tradi- 
tions began to undergo a strange de-spiritualization at 
the hands of the reformers. The unity which the Faith 
not only gave to Christian doctrine and ritual but to 
the whole social, economic and political fabric of 
Europe, was decentralized. In the numerous antag0- 
nistic nation-states we see the working out of that 
process to a tragic conclusion. In “the thousand sects 
battling,” as a Protestant historian described the Prot 
estant churches, we see the end of its evolution in the 


one, 
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religious domain. The sincere, if belated, efforts of 
the Protestant churches to regain some semblance of 
that unity behind a United Front, shows how keenly 
thinking men among them realize the destructiveness 
of that debacle. Christmas was not spared in the pro- 
Mass—was removed. Its deep 
spiritual joy began to be replaced by mere merrymak- 
ing. 


cess. Its centre—the 


With the coming of the Calvinists, and their English 
the Puritans, even that merrymaking was 

Thus, while other Christians rejoiced on 
Christmas Day after their fashion, the Puritans of 


cousins, 
molested. 


New England observed it as a day of fast and penance. 


With Puritanism was evolved the theory that worldly 
success is a sign of Divine approval, and hence that the 
aim of life should be to “make good.” Riches came to 
be looked on as a sign of predestination. So in the 
Protestant countries the virtues which made for busi- 
ness success — thrift, enterprise, acumen, push and 
pep—were given priority claim. Americans are fa- 
miliar with the working out of the Puritan creed in 
the States, how it has made Americans the most ef- 
ficient and progressive people in the world, at a terri- 
ble cost—the loss of spiritual values. J. Truslow Adams 
in his masterly study of the United States, The Epic 
of America, has shown how it has come to be, almost, 
a “Babbitt Warren.” 
was that we came to insist on business and money- 
making and material improvements as good in them- 


selves; how they took on the aspects of moral virtues; 


He has demonstrated “how it 


how we came to consider an unthinking optimism es- 
sential .. . how we regarded criticism as constructive 
and dangerous for our new communities ; how we came 
to think manners undemocratic, and a cultivated mind a 
hindrance to success, a sign of inefficient effeminacy ; 
how size and statistics of material development came 
to be more !mportant to our eyes than quality and spirit- 
ual values; how in the ever-shifting advance of the 
frontier we came to lose sight of the past in hopes for 
the future; how we forgot to live in the struggle to 
‘make a living’; how our education tended to become 
utilitarian or aimless; and how other unfortunate traits 
only too noticeable today were developed.” 


Protestantism and Puritanism came to be identified 
with pep and progress; Catholicism with dirt and dis- 
ease. And though Charles Dickens reacted against Puri- 
tanism and all its works and pomps he was influenced 
by its outlook far more than he suspected. Once, while 
on a journey through Switzerland, he had occasion to 
pass from a Protestant to a Catholic canton. This is 
how he marked the difference between them: ‘On the 
Protestant side, business, cheerfulness, industry, educa- 
tion, continual aspiration at least, after better things. 
On the Catholic side, dirt, disease, ignorance, squalor 
and misery. I have so constantly observed the like of 
this since I first came abroad, that I have a sad mis- 
giving that the religion of Ireland lies as deep at the 
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root of all its sorrows even as English misgovernment 
and Tory villainy.” It is well to recall that when 
Dickens visited Ireland in the course of his Readings 
he altered these opinions on first-hand information. 
Readers of the American Notes and Pictures from Italy 
will reluctantly conclude that the great novelist had a 
larger heart than a broader mind, for he was almost 
always sure to condemn whatever did not tally with the 
Liberal ideal. 

It was the great achievement of Dickens, and one for 
which he is justly famed and revered, that he helped to 
remove the terrible which Puritan business 
ethics, aided by the Industrial Revolution, heaped on 
the poor. Bleak House, Oliver Twist, Little Dorrit, 
Hard Times and Our Mutual Friend did more to al- 
leviate the wretched conditions of the poor, especially 
the children among them, than a host of 


abuses 


politicians or 
Very justly is 
Dickens remembered as the champion of the poor and 
the 
There is a connection between 
the two roles, for the same industrialism which turned 
the poor into soulless human tools had blotted out the 
memory of Christmas, amid the smoke of mammoth 
factories and the eternal night of subterranean mines. 


social reformers might hope to do. 
oppressed. He enjoys as great a reputation as 


savior of Christmas. 


In an essay on A Christmas Carol, Chesterton wrote: 
“He (Dickens) came just in time to save the embers 
of the Yule Log from being trampled out... . He saved 
Christmas, not because it was historic, but because it 
was human; but his own adventure serves to show how 
many things equally human had been suffered to be- 
come merely historic. Dickens struck in time, and 
saved a popular institution while it was still popular. 
A hundred aesthetes are always ready to revive it as 
soon as it becomes unpopular. ... If he had appeared 
twenty years later, when the new Puritanism of the 
Industrial age had run its course, the popular enjoy- 
ment of Christmas might have become refined, merely 
by becoming rare. . . . He was able to save the thing 
from dying, instead of raising it from the dead.” 


The Christmas that Dickens saved from extinction 
is preserved immortally in that ever-popular trilogy A 
Christmas Carol, Chimes and The Cricket on the 
Hearth, the latter being published on Christmas, 1845. 
To these we may add the Christmas stories, such as A 
Christmas Tree and The Haunted House, published in 
his little paper, Household Words, for every Christmas 
number. The last of his Christmas tales was entitled 
significantly No Thoroughfare. They are as fragrant 
and as precious as Christmas roses in the barrenness of 
Puritan aridity. But one is forced to say: “It is 
magnificent, but it is not Christmas.” At least it is not 
the Christmas of St. Francis. There is a world of dif- 
ference between Greccio and Gad’s Hill. We look in 
vain through Dickens’ Christmas tales for any hint of 
the glorious ritual wherewith the Catholic Church has 
surrounded the Feast of the Nativity. Protestantism 
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had cut off the novelist from the Church’s rich treasure- 
house of symbolism. Protestantism, indeed, was of 
little help to him either in life or literature and he 
finally abandoned all formal religion for a sort of vague 
humanitarianism of his The Christmas that 
Dickens revived was a sort of humanist Christmas—a 


own. 


season of good fellowship, of punch bowls and holly, 
of Yule logs and glittering Christmas trees. It is the 
revival of the English Christmas that was celebrated 
in Merrie England after the Protestant revolt and be- 
fore the frost of Puritanism had succeeded in killing 
it. It was a Christ-mas from which Christ and the 
Mass was eliminated, leaving a human gathering to 
make itself hilarious on the crumbs of a Catholic feast 
and the myths of pagan worship. The Dickensian 
Christmas, in fine, is as far removed from the Francis- 
can idea of the feast as a London drawing-room is 
from Santa Maria in Presepio. Washington Irving, 
the novelist, helped to 
popularize the Dickensian Christmas in America. But 
for all the charm of its prose it will be conceded that 
the impression we receive from The Sketch Book of 
Christmas, in England at least, is that of a feast of 
feasting. His impressions justified the old Italian pro- 
verb, Ha pin da fare che i forni di Natale in Inghil- 
‘He has more business than ovens in England 


who was an intimate friend o 


terra 
at Christmas.’ 


On November 15, 1937, the central council of the 
godless organizations in Russia began its campaign 
against Christian Christmas. Among other things they 
decreed that the godless associations should be mobi- 
lized from November to the following January to fight 
against the Christmas holidays, which, according to the 
Russian Orthodox Church, are thirteen days later than 
in the rest of Christendom; that twenty-eight thousand 
lectures should be given throughout the Soviet Union 
protesting against Christmas, the press and radio to be 
mobilized in this campaign as well; that Communistic 
youth organizations should participate in this cam- 
paign as well as members of the Red Army, the OGPU 
and the military associations of the ‘“Ossosviachim,” 
and that the celebration of the Soviet fir should take 
place under the supervision of the godless associa- 
tions. Dr. Hecker in his Russian Sociology gives us 
an outline of an atheist Christmas sermon, published 
in the Young Atheist. “There never was a Jesus 
Christ,” says the lecture, “but He sprang up as a legend 
in the minds of Roman slaves and paupers crushed by 
inhuman exploitation. . . . Thus, Christmas is not only 
a feast day of savages and slaves, but it is also a feast 
of utmost hypocrisy.” 

But if the Communists dislike the Christian Christ- 
mas, the founder of Communism has as great an 
aversion to the Dickensian Christmas. Nadeshda Krup- 
skaya in her book on Lenin tells us that when he was 
in his last illness she began to read the Christmas Carol 
to him, but he found so much “bourgeoise sentiment” 
in it that she was obliged to desist. Of course the Rus- 
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sians have rejected their own Pushkin, Gogol, Turgeney, 
Dostoeyevsky and Tolstoy for the same unpardonable 
fault. The mild socialism of Dickens is as repugnant 
to the fervid Communist as his diluted Christianity js 
to the fervent Christian, though the Marxist at times 
makes a plausible case to show that the novelist was 
almost a Marxist, as Chesterton in all sincerity tried 
to make him almost a Catholic. It is true that he at- 
tacked Capitalism in Hard Times, and the bigotry of 
the anti-Catholic Gordon riots in Barnaby Rudge. But 
his Tale of Two Cities shows how deeply he abhorred 
revolutionaries who destroy the 


the ways of violent 


decencies and nobility of life, and his Child’s History 


of England reveals an attitude to the Catholic Church 
that is consistently hostile. 


Whether we regret it or not the Dickensian Christ- 





mas is passing away. Its most ardent devotees will 
admit that the grand “Old-fashioned Yule” is becom- 
ing as rare as the Dodo. It is a symptom of the passing 
of the neo-pagan compromise that is taking place in our 
day. It seems possible that there will be only two great 
ideologies left in the world—Catholicism and Commu- 
nism. We may even take heart that it should be so, since 
ypen and violent opposition is better than the half- 
hearted travesty of much that claims to be Christianity, 
The very hostility of the Communists to Catholicism 
shows that they take it seriously, which is the way it 


prefers to be taken. It is comforting, moreover, to re- 
member that Christianity in Russia has survived the op- 
pression of the Grand Dukes, the conquests of the Mon- 
golian Khans, the secularizing attempts of Peter the 
Great and the Erastianism of the Tzars. It ought to 
survive Communism. Nearly a century ago Russia 
had to make the terrible choice between Revolution or 
Reunion with Rome. The Russian Christians have 
learnt the bitter lesson of subjection to state control. 
Perhaps in that country of endless religious and social 


experiments they will trv the other alternative—reunion 
with Rome. 
If Stalin were permitted to rule the Orthodox 


Church as Peter the Great dominated it, merely as a 
political instrument, it would mean a return to [yzan- 
tinism. Now the figure of the Christ-Child which 
Saint Francis of Assisi embraced during Mass, when 
his poetic fervor had invented the first Crib, was a 
Byzantine piece of art. That is, it was stiff, conven- 
tional and formal almost to the point of harshness. The 
biographers of the saint tell us that the figure came to 
life in his arms, transformed into the form of the 
Divine Bambino Himself. If the Russian Christians 
can shake off the tyranny of Byzantinism the way to 
reunion with Rome is open, and all their formal 
liturgies will glow with the flush of spiritual beauty. 
And that will be when they unhitch their wagon trom 
the Red Star and follow that other Star which ap- 
peared also in the East to lead the sincere seekers after 
truth to the end of their hearts’ desire. 
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HE war is over but there 
s no peace in the world. 
In the Atlantic Charter 


we were given the broad outline 
of the peace for which we 
fought and bled and, at an in- 
calculable price, won a great 


martial victory. 

It was that ideal of peace 
which sustained us through the 
war, which inspired the heroic 
defense of liberty by millions 
driven underground in enslaved 


miries 
Wt ° 


Whither are We Drifting ? 


ed 





Editor’s Note: 

The grave problems affecting the 
world in general and our own United 
States in particular engaged the attention 
of our Bishops at their annual meeting 
at the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, last month. The mem- 
bers of the Administrative Board of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
issued a public statement on behalf of 
the Bishops of the United States, the im- 
port of which concerns not only our 
Catholic people, but every citizen regard- 
less of creed or political adherence. The 


masses through an omnipotent 
police-state which extends its 
authority to all human relations 
and recognizes no innate free- 
doms. ‘Their theories, more- 
over, look to the realization of 
world well-being as ultimately 
to be secured by the inclusion 
of all countries in their system. 

Sometimes Russia uses our 
vocabulary and talks of demo- 
cracy and rights, but it attaches 
distorted meanings to the words. 
We think in terms of our his- 





It made small, op- 


pressed nations confide in us as 
the trustee of their freedoms. It 





text of the statement is given here. 


toric culture. We see God- 








was the broad outline of a good 
peace 

Are we going to give up this ideal of peace? If, 
under the pretext of false realism, we do so, then we 
shall stand face to face with the awful catastrophe of 
atomic war. 

Since the Moscow conference of 1943, Great Britain 
and Russia have undertaken to shape gradually the 
peace which they are imposing on the nations. From 
the conferences of these victorious powers there is 
emerging slowly their pattern for the peace. It is dis- 
appointing in the extreme. 

\ssurances are given in the announced peace prin- 
ciples of our country but so far results do not square 
with these principles. We are in perhaps the greatest 
crisis of human history, Our country has the power, 
the right and the responsibility to demand a genuine 
peace, based on justice which will answer the cry in the 
hearts of men across the world. 

We want to work in unity with other nations for the 
making of a good peace. During the war, perhaps, it 
may have been necessary for strategic reasons to post- 
pone final decisions on many questions mooted at the 
conferences of the three great powers. Now we must 
face the facts. 

There are profound differences of thought and policy 
Russia 
has acted unilaterally on many important settlements. 
It has sought to establish its sphere of influence in east- 
ern and southeastern Europe, not on the basis of sound 


between Russia and the western democracies. 


regional agreements in which sovereignties and rights 
are respected, but by the imposition of its sovereignty 
and by ruthlessly setting up helpless puppet states. Its 
Asiatic policy, so important for the peace of the world, 
Is an enigma. 

The totalitarian dictators promised benefits to the 





given, inviolable human rights 
in every person and we know 
democracy as the free collabora- 
tion under law of citizens in a free country. 

There is a clash of ideologies. The frank recogni- 
tion of these differences is preliminary to any sincere 
effort in realistic world cooperation for peace. The 
basis of this cooperation must be mutual adherence to 
justice. It would be unjust for us to be an accomplice 
in violating the rights of nations, groups and individuals 
anywhere in the world. 

A first step toward effective negotiation for peace is 
to have a plan. A good plan states principles in terms 
of all the specific questions at issue. Instead, so far we 
have compromised and sought to make mere piece-meal 
settlements. 

Instead of honest, promising discussion even on 
diverging plans, we are witnessing a return of the 
tragedy of power politics and the danger of balance of 
power arrangements which, with the substitution of 
mere expediency for justice, have begotten war after 
war. We must, indeed, aim at collaborating with all 
of our Allies in the making of a good peace. There 
are, however, concessions which we dare not make be- 
cause they are immoral and destructive of genuine 
peace. 

Our peace program envisions a world organization of 
nations. The Charter which emerged from the San 
Francisco Conference, while undoubtedly an improve- 
ment on the Dumbarton Oaks proposals, does not 
provide for a sound, institutional organization of the 
international society. The Security Council provisions 
make it no more than a virtual alliance of the great 
powers for the maintenance of peace. These nations 
are given a status above the law. 

Nevertheless, our country acted wisely in deciding 
to participate in this world organization. It is better 
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than world chaos. From the provision in the Charter 
for calling a constituent assembly in the future, there 
comes the hope that in time the defects may be elimi- 
nated and we may have a sound, institutional organiza- 
tion of the international community which will develop, 
not through mere voluntary concessions of the nations, 
but from the recognition of the rights and duties of 
international society. 

While peace is in the making, there are urgent issues 
which we can no longer evade. At Yalta we gave a 
pledge to the Polish people and assumed responsibility 
before the world that they would be unhampered in 
setting up their own independent, democratic govern- 
ment. 

Are we working to the fulfillment of that pledge in 
the full measure of our responsibility and our power? 
What apology can be offered for the failure of the pro- 
tagonists of democracy to protest the absorption by 
force and artifice of the 


of Soviet Republics ? 


saltic countries into the Union 


We are shocked by the news which is leaking out 
from Slovakia, Croatia, Slovenia and other southeast- 
ern European countries. Religious persecution, which 
is both brutal and cunning, rages in many lands. No 
reason of policy justifies our silence. What is happen- 
ing behind the blackout of eastern and southeastern 
Europe is a stark contradiction to the high ideals which 
inspired our fighting to save the world from totalitarian 
aggression. 

No one can fail to see the importance of a recon- 
structed, revitalized Europe, which is the cradle of 
western culture. We deplore the tragic indifference to 
the plight of the Italian people who threw off the chains 
of a fascist regime, who fought side by side with us in 
ardent loyalty. For over two long years of agony the 
friends of democracy in that country have had to stand 
by in impotence while we have toyed with the vital 
problems of relief and rehabilitation and deferred the 
fulfillment of our own solemn promises. 

Our own national interest, as well as the cause of 
world peace, and the fate of Christian culture are at 
stake in Italy. Today it is an outpost of western civi- 
lization. We are fully confident that the Italian people, 
if we save them from despair by our helpful interest, 
will stand fast against the deceitful appeal of alien and 
subversive ideologies and shape their future in the spirit 
of their own noble Christian tradition. 

We cannot be unconcerned about the future of Ger- 
many, Austria and Hungary. Whatever period of pro- 
bation must be imposed on the vanquished nations we 
must help them to take their rightful place in the family 
of nations. To treat them in a spirit of vengeance is 
neither right nor politic. 

Justice demands the punishment of the guilty and 
reasonable reparations of damage done. But we cannot 
forget or allow our representatives to forget, that our 
traditional system of punitive justice is anchored to the 
concept of individual responsibility. The inhumanities 
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which now mark the mass transference of populations, 
the systematized use of slave labor and the cruel treat- 
ment of prisoners of war should have no place in our 
civilization. 

Acute suffering is the daily lot of whole populations 
in many war-torn lands. Every report indicates that 
unless heroic measures are taken at once, millions will 
die from starvation and exposure during the coming 
winter. The feeding and clothing and sheltering of 
these suffering people is not a work which can be left 
to some future convenient date. 

Our country, because of our greater resources, must 
do the major part of this work of relief. In it we have 
the right and duty to insist on the leadership which 
corresponds to our sacrifices and contributions. It is 
imperative that Congress make adequate appropriations 
for this work from the public treasury. 

It is equally imperative that private relief agencies 
be given a full opportunity to carry on their beneficent 
And relief must en- 
vision something larger than merely feeding the starv- 
ing and sheltering the homeless. Help must be given 
to peoples whose economies are ruined. They have the 
right to assistance in getting back to normal economic 
life. Neither the prosperity of the greater nations nor 
their might will prevent war unless conditions are re- 
moved in which poor, helpless peoples are denied the 
opportunity of a decent living standard. The world is 
one only in so far as men live together as_ brothers 


work among all suffering peoples. 


under God. 

Ours is a grave responsibility. The heart and hand 
of America are called upon in a way that is unique, not 
only in the history of our country but even in the annals 
of mankind. We know that democracy is as capable of 
solving the admittedly difficult problems of peace as it 
has shown itself in war. We must be true to ourselves. 
We must hold fast to our own free institutions. We 
must resolutely oppose the few among us who are try- 
ing to sabotage them. We may well pity those who in 
their half-veiled sympathy for totalitarianism are play- 
ing with the thought that perhaps in this great emer- 
gency its day is at hand. On bended knees let us ask 
God in His blessed providence to help us to be the 
vigorous champion of democratic freedom and the 
generous friend of the needy and oppressed throughout 
the world. 


Signed by the members of the Administrative Board, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, in the name of 
the Bishops of the United States: Most Rev. Samuel 
A. Stritch, Chicago; Most Rev. Francis J. Spellman, 
New York; Most Rev. John Mark Gannon, Erie, Pa.; 
Most Rev. John J. Mitty, San Francisco; Most Rev. 
Joseph F. Rummel, New Orleans; Most Rev. Richar! 
J. Cushing, Boston; Most Rev. James H. Ryat, 
Omaha; Most Rev. John F. Noll, Fort Wayne; Most 
Rev. Karl J. Alter, Toledo. 
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EAR after year the religious leaders of the 
Catholic world appeal to their flocks for a more 
devout observance of the Church Unity Octave, 

in the hope of hastening the day when Our Saviour’s 

prayer “That all may be one” will be fulfilled. The 
response of the faithful to this annual appeal is each 
year more encouraging, manifesting as it does a real 
and burning desire that the message of the Redemption 
may have more widespread effect among men. Some 
faithful souls have been keeping the Octave with deep 
humility and yet great confidence for many years, and 
even continue their supplications beyond the time of the 

Octave period. Annually, too, new souls are attracted 

to the Octave devotion, and their prayers swell the great 

chorus of intercession before the throne of God for the 
welfare of mankind. There are still other earnest souls 
who, while they approach the Octave observance with 
some zeal, are not quite without misgivings as to its 
eventual results. The call of Christ strikes a responsive 
chord in their hearts, and the plight of their fellow men, 
entirely without knowledge of the Redeemer’s love for 
them, or with but a shadowy conception of it, deeply 
moves them. But the obstacles to the accomplishment 
of unity appear so great as to arouse at times a sense 
of discouragement, which has a disheartening effect. 

The problem is a real one, though it may bear no 
direct proportion to the faith or good will of the indi- 
vidual who would like to pray earnestly for the fulfil- 
ment of Christ’s desire—that all men might come to 

Him, united firmly in the bonds of a common faith 

and mutual hope and fraternal charity. Christ our 

Saviour, on the night before He died, summing up as 

it were the prayers of His life on earth, asked this gift 

of unity for men from His Heavenly Father. Yet His 
public ministry met so often with violent antipathy, 
open enmity and chilling indifference on all sides as 

to give Him pause. Even as He offered Himselt as a 

Victim for them on the Cross, He was saddened by the 

thought that many souls would use their freedom to 

despise Him and His teachings, not only in the little 
country in which He had brought the message of for- 
giveness to them, but throughout the vastness of the 
world. “Father, if it be possible, let this chalice pass 
from Me” (Matt. 26, 29) records the anguish of His 

Heart. Yet, as if passing from the thought of the dis- 

appointments that the centuries would reveal among 

His brethren in humanity, for whose sake He had be- 

come incarnate, to a reflection of the great joys His pas- 





HAou Strong tA Prayer? 


By Reverend Dunstan Donovan, S.A. 


sion would make possible for a multitude of others, Our 
Lord prayed on, “But I must drink it, Thy Will be 
(Matt. 26, 42). His offering on Calvary was to 
be the ransom for all men, but He knew full well that 
many were to be indomitable in the desire to reject Him. 

Yet He prayed for unity among men. 


done” 


His closest 
associates continued that prayer in imitation of Him 
Down the ages the Church has constantly implored God 
for the grace of conversion for those outside her Fold 
in the prayers of her liturgy. In our own time, the 
origin and development of the Church Unity Octave 
reveals new effort in which many take part, even some 
who are not within the visible Fold. All this is being 
done, and yet the greatest part of the human race re- 
mains still rebellious or indifferent to the spiritual treas- 
ures Christ would have them enjoy in His Mystical 
Body. What good will prayers, even the most fervent 
of prayers, do to overcome this harshness of spirit? 
That is the question that makes the observance of the 
Church Unity Octave difficult for some. 

The answer can only follow the removal of misap- 
prehensions that can cleverly deceive us. Living in a 
world in which standards of thinking have been dis- 
torted to accord with anti-spiritual philosophies, even 
the faithful have not been free from the infection of 
its spirit. The shallowness of human nature has been 
glorified under new names, and the “tolerant” pagan 
will not let it be hidden from our view. Telling us 
that he sympathizes with our right to believe in the 
supernatural, such a person will point out that we ap- 
pear inconsistent when we profess humility and yet ask 
for things that the prayers of Christ and His disciples 
as well as His followers in the present day—many of 
whom we concede are far holier than we—have failed 
to achieve. We would be more humble, according to 
this specious view, if we gave up the matter and left 
the disposition of human hearts and souls to God, Who, 
according to our principles, sees and knows all things. 
If He desires the welfare of all men, He can bring 
about the conversion of the human race by His omni- 
potent powers. 

With some of these arguments we have to agree. We 
do not dare expect that by our mere human efforts we 
can do anything good for our own souls, let alone those 
of others. We must certainly agree that God is all 


powerful and desires the love and affection of all men. 
3ut we know He has given us the power to transcend 
the lowliness of our human nature, made all the more 
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weak by the Fall of our first parents (about which the 
pagan might throw up his hands in derision.) Through 
Jesus Christ His Son, God has given us, all the more 
remarkable because of our nothingness, a share in His 
divine Life, even while we are exiled on earth and tied 
down by affections and concupiscence. That is the 
central theme of our faith, expressed by Our Lord 
when He spoke of His mission, “I came that they may 
have life, and have it more abundantly.” (John 10, 10.) 

As a consequence of our union with Christ, made 
possible by the Redemption and applied to us through 
the ministrations of His Church, we humbly confess 
that we who are nothing can do all things. We rest our 
confidence on Our Saviour’s assurance “Without Me 
you can do nothing” (John 15, 5) and conversely as 
expressed through that hero of all Christians, St. Paul, 
“T can do all things in Him Who strengthens me.” 
(Phil. 4, 13.) Our prayers, even for the most hardened 
of sinners, can be the means of restoring souls to the 
peace of life in Christ. If this be so, how much more 
effective may they be in behalf of the millions of souls 
who, through no fault of their own, do not know Christ 
or, if they do, are deprived of so many necessary graces 
which He willed should come through incorporation 
into the Church, His Mystical Body! 


What gives us strength and hope in our prayers for 
Christian Unity is the realization, so often hard to see 
and even at times apparently incomprehensible, that 
Christ the Saviour needs our cooperation in His work. 
That is how He willed things. He did not expect His 
Mystical Body to grow and expand and reach out to 
all corners of the world without those who actually en- 
joyed the happiness of membership in it doing their 
own special part. And all of us have a part to play in 
the expansion, primarily through prayer. 

Stress on our importance to the world and the spirit- 
ual welfare of its inhabitants, be they of the household 
of the faith, disobedient withholders of full allegiance 
or those totally cut off from Christ, was renewed by the 
voice of Christ’s Vicar on earth in his message to the 
world on “The Mystical Body of Christ”. The en- 
cyclical was transmitted to a world in which, to the 
mind of the pagan, it could have no lasting effect, for 
it came at a time when nation was deadlocked with 
nation in a conflict that surpassed all others in cost and 
in cruelty, the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, June 29, 
1943. Boldly the Holy Father states, “Christ requires 
His members,” and then goes on: 


“Our Saviour does not rule the Church directly 
in a visible manner, and so in carrying out the work 
of Redemption He wishes to be helped by the mem- 
bers of His Body. This is not because He is indi- 
gent and weak, but rather because He has so willed 
it for the greater glory of His unspotted Spouse. 
Dying on the Cross He left to His Church the im- 
mense treasury of the Redemption; towards this 
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she contributed nothing. But when those graces 
come to be distributed, not only does He share the 
task of sanctification with His Church, but He 
wants it in a way to be due to her action. Deep 
mystery this, subject of inexhaustible meditation: 
that the salvation of many depends on the prayers 
and voluntary penances which the members of the 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ offer for this inten- 
tion and on the assistance of pastors of souls and 
of the faithful, especially of fathers and mothers 
of families, which they must offer to Our div‘ne 
Saviour as though they were His associates.” 


To see the true glory of our membership in Christ's 
Mystical Body requires effort, for so often we approach 
the whole matter of God’s special love for us in thought- 
less fashion. Faith was given to us as a free gift of 
God without our deserving it. In the vast majority of 
cases, God granted that gift to us without any test of 
our worthiness. If there was a contest or struggle in 
our acquiring or preserving the faith, our efforts were 
all out of proportion to the great blessing it has been to 
us. We do appreciate it, and from time to time give 
God expressions of gratitude for it. But our purpose 
as Christians gives us greater responsibilities than this, 
If we really are grateful for the faith, we must do what 
Our Saviour wants us to do in bringing it to others. 

They too would profit immeasurably by membership 
in the Mystical Body of Christ, the way to eternal life, 
God loves them and desires only their eternal salvation, 
3ut He wants us to manifest the results of the great 
power that is ours by working together with Him for 
their redemption from the bondage of infidelity or dis- 
loyalty or indifference. That is why we should, and 
must, pray for those who wander without the visible 
fold of Christ’s Church. 

The Church Unity Octave gives all of us the oppor- 
tunity to put our faith into action and do our share in 
extending it. That God may be moved by our prayers 
to bring other men to a knowledge and love of His Son, 
Who by His death brought into being the Mystical 
Body, channel of salvation, is the objective of our 
prayers during the Octave. That the results of the 
Octave have a direct proportion to the fervor and in 
tensity of prayer for the purpose of extending Christ's 
Kingdom on earth is a conviction that all Catholics must 
share. Their spokesman on earth has clarified any be- 
wilderment about apparent disappointments by remind- 
ing all sharers in the life of the Mystical Body that they 
are important to Christ. Their prayers are going to be 
answered, if they are offered in common with the sup- 
plications of the Church throughout the world in imita- 
tion of its Head, Jesus Christ, “That they all may be 
one, Thou Father in Me, and I in Thee,” 
(John 17,21). If all take a part in the prayers of the 
Octave, the day wi!l come when “the world will know" 
that only in Christ and His Church is there refuge and 
strength and the hope of eternal happiness. 
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What About Russia? 


By H. C. McG innis 


He recent elections in Hungary must have set 

many people to wondering whether they 

shouldn’t revamp some of their ideas concern- 
ing Russia. That nation had given the world to under- 
stand that the people of Eastern Europe were literally 
chafing at the bit to establish Communist regimes 
and to join the Russian sphere of influence. As matters 
turned out, the Communists of Hungary made a most 
miserable showing in the freest election ever held in 
that nation. Moscow evidently anticipated this result, 
for she tried to force upon Hungary’s voters a so-called 
compromise ballot. This hand-picked group of nomi- 
nees, while purporting to represent fairly all the nation’s 
factions, actually contained a preponderance of Reds or 
people known to be favorable to Russia. Only the firm 
protests of the United States and Britain prevented the 
Hungarians from being victims of the game which Rus- 
sia has played in Poland and other places. 

Were British and American leaders taking a bold 
stand when they insisted that Hungary be permitted to 
settle her affairs without undue Russian influence? On 
the surface it would seem so, at least in this country, 
for the American secular press persists in creating the 
impression that Russia is the one power which suffers 
no weaknesses. However, Russia has not proved her- 
self a nation that compromises for the sake of 
friendly relations with other nations, and the fact that 
she did back down so quickly in the Hungarian matter 
should cause people to wonder why. The truth is, as 
gleaned from reliable American observers, that Russia 
is not now the invincible military power she is so often 
painted to be. Right now Russia is getting by more on 
bluff than anything else. 

While it is true that Russia’s present army is larger 
than the American and the British forces now in serv- 
ice, the Red army of today is not the efficient fighting 
machine it was during the war. There are several 
reasons for this. For one thing, the Red army’s morale 
is reported to be very poor. With only 4% of Russia’s 
180 million people members of the Communist Party, 
very few Red soldiers are interested in staying in the 
army, now that the menace to their country has passed, 
so that Moscow can further her Communistic aims 
throughout the world. Mass desertions have become 
so common that Moscow is reported to have threatened 
the execution of officers who permit this condition to 
continue. It seems that the strict discipline maintained 
by Russian officers during the war has now become so 
relaxed that many units of the Red army now resemble 
mobs rather than military units. 


First, for 
political reasons only, Russia has been very slow in dis- 


This condition may be laid to two reasons. 


charging her veterans. Holding her wartime forces as 
intact as possible, she has added to them by calling up 
for service boys as young as sixteen. While this may 
suit Moscow’s politicians, it hardly sets well with the 
home-loving Russian peasants who have seen little or 
nothing of their families since Hitler invaded their 
country. Second, the Russians being used as occupa- 
tional forces in eastern Europe are learning how badly 
they have been misled by Communist propaganda. They 
are seeing for themselves that non-Communist countries 
are not the hell on earth they were told they are. For 
the first time in their lives, Russian peasants are learn- 
ing how little Roumanian, Hungarian and Polish people 
care for the Russian way of life. They are rapidly 
learning that Communism is not “the purest form of 
democracy”, as Moscow has always insisted. They are 
seeing for themselves the joys of private ownership and 
are learning that the standards of living of even their 
best industrial workers are far below those of other 
countries. The Russian soldier is gradually having his 
eyes opened and the result is causing many a Moscow 
big-wig to lose sleep. Many Communist leaders are 
worrying about how they can continue the myth that the 
Communist way of life is far superior to that of non- 
Communist countries. If the Russian soldier in the 
occupied countries is getting considerably out of hand, 
it is because he now realizes what a sleigh-ride Moscow 
has given him. 

3ut morale is not the only worry which Red military 
leaders suffer. The Red army’s mechanized units are 
not so effective as during wartime. While it is still 
strong in motorized weapons and equipment, most of 
this material is suffering because of lack of experienced 
care. During the war, replacements of equipment 
flowed from the United States in a steady stream, but 
now this help has ceased. Russia is not yet able to 
supply her huge army with the mechanical equipment 
demanded by modern armies, and so this aspect of her 
military strength is deteriorating daily. While her 
armies still have a considerable quantity of lease-lend 
material on hand, experts figure that it is enough for a 
military effort of only short duration. Nor is the Rus- 
sian air-force an efficient unit. Russian aviation never 
has been much, even during the war, and now it is re- 
ported to be suffering the same fate as the mechanized 
ground forces. 

Knowing all this, American and British leaders have 
been exceedingly charitable in their appeasement of 
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Moscow. But lately their attitude toward Russia has 
been stiffening and they show an evident determination 
not to let Moscow run hog-wild in the international 
scene. At one time it was felt that unless Russia did 
her full part in the United Nations Organization that 
project would fail. But now the sentiment is steadily 
growing that the UNO can function without Russia 
if she persists in acting like a spoiled child. So from 
now on, one may reasonably 

expect to see Russia treated 
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cars without food or water, many of these deportees 
died before reaching their Russian destination. What 
happened to the survivors is still unknown. When the 
Reds were forced by the Nazis to evacuate Lithuania, 
papers which they left behind revealed that Moscow had 
ordered the deportation of 700,000 persons. It was the 
Russian plan to exterminate the peoples of the [altic 
Fearing the Red terror more than the Nazis, 

over 200,000 fled to Germany 

and now reside in the parts of 


republics. 





with a “take it or leave it” 
attitude. 

Socialism 
her foreign policy and British 


Britain’s swing to 
not 


So Gracious 
has changed 


statesmen are showing less 
and inclination to cater 
to Moscow’s selfish demands. 
With the American position 


made exceedingly clear by the 


less 


President’s Navy Day speech, But for the welcome of 
Moscow should now begin to 
realize that the 
American appeasement of her 


days of 


are about over. 


This weary world is ever seeking peace, 
As slowly pace the dull and arid years, 
And careworn men are praying brief surcease 
From ancient sorrows and from haunting fears. 


A thousand golden tapers bravely shine, 
And ardent hearts race on their homeward way 
To friendly doors where holly branches twine. 


Then mothers whisper of a little King 


Germany occupied by British, 
American and French forces, 
Although their present situa- 
tion is far from happy, they 
prefer it to returning home 
Red persecution 


i4 the Time 


to face 
again. 
Although Moscow assured 
the rest of the world that she 
was allowing the people of 


the Baltic Republics full reli- 


each Christmas day 


gious freedom, the very op- 
posite was the truth. The 
Reds tried to force priests 


Unfortunately for her poli- ud tendy wenn dime te hile: oven to sign pledges that they 
tical aims, Russia is unable With lavish hands exultent angels fling would not teach catechism, 
to do much to alleviate the The starry blossoms from the garden skies. either privately or in 
postwar sufferings in the —Nancy Buckley churches. Although religious 





countries in eastern Europe 


instruction in schools had 








where she wants to pose as a 

tower of strength. She would 

be very happy if the United States would allow her to 
handle the UNRRA funds ear-marked for eastern and 
southern Europe, for then she could take credit for 
succoring the nations she is trying to impress. Ameri- 
can refusal to do this has caused these people to look 
to the United States rather than to Russia. Since Rus- 
sia was never too popular in most of these countries, 
her current prestige is not being enhanced by her failure 
to carry out the big brother role she has assumed. 


Russia well deserves the unpopularity she suffers 
among her small neighbors. The recent letter of the 
Lithuanian bishops in exile to the bishops of the Catho- 
lic world reveals how Russia persecutes the people in 
the nations she takes over. Russia would lead the world 
to believe that Lithuania begged for incorporation into 
the Soviet empire, but the Lithuanians say otherwise. 
On June 15, 1940, Russia forcibly occupied Lithuania 
under the pretext of defending her against Germany. 
3ut it was a strange defense, for the Reds immediately 
jailed thousands of Lithuanian citizens. In accordance 
with the now familiar Red pattern, they first jailed 
everyone of any prominence, including leaders in cul- 
tural and religious organizations. Thousands of others 
were either slaughtered or deported to Russia. In three 
days alone, June 14 to June 17, 1941, 40,000 people, 
irrespective of age, pféfession or health were deported 


to Russia to become slave-labor. Jammed into freight 








been obligatory, priests have 
been forbidden even to enter 
The printing of prayerbooks, catechisms and 
Existing stocks 


schools. 
Catholic publications was prohibited. 
of Catholic books were confiscated and destroyed 
Seminaries were closed and bishops and priests were 
evicted from their dwellings. Moscow has done her 
best to liquidate the Church and Lithuania’s Catholic 
culture. That unhappy country resembles a_ huge 
prison, closely guarded from outside contacts. Mos- 
cow’s treatment of Lithuania and the other Baltic states 
indicates why she is so loath to permit foreign corre 
spondents into the countries which she is occupying 
Her form of “democracy” will not bear inspection. The 
pitiful plea made by Lithuania’s bishops in exile reveal 
Russia’s true character. No wonder Hungary repud- 
ated Moscow in her recent election. No wonder all the 
eastern European states with the exception of Czecho- 
slovakia are looking to the democracies for deliverance 
There is no difference between slavery and extermint 
tion under Moscow and slavery and exterminatto 
under Hitler’s Germany. 


While British and American statesmen now feel sutt 
that Russia cannot successfully back up in a militay 
yay the many demands she is making upon the deme 
cracies, they are trying to use persuasion rather t 
force in making Moscow see that a continuation of 
From now o 





present policy will lead her to disaster. 
however, we are apt to see very little appeasement 
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Russia, except perhaps in a few minor matters which 
will not conflict with general policies recently an- 
nounced by President Truman. Unfortunately for the 
establishment of a secure peace, Russia insists upon 
regarding British and American demands that free elec- 
tions be held in Eastern European countries as anti- 
Soviet. This is only natural, for Moscow knows full 
well that democratic procedures and Communist ones 
do not mix. What Moscow fails to see is that neighbor- 
ing nations can be friendly and cooperative without be- 
ing Communist. While Britain and the United States 
are willing to permit Russia to establish a sphere of 
influence, they are not willing to permit her to make 
countries like Roumania and Bulgaria virtually Russian 
colonies through Russia’s domination of their internal 
affairs. Lithuania is a sad example of what happens 
when Russia takes over control of a nation. 

Many signs point to the fact that Moscow is full of 
headaches these days. The Red program is not work- 


ing out in the way Red leaders intended. The nations 


Let Your Radio Bring You its Most 
Interesting and Inspiring Program 
on the 


Aue Maria Hour 


WHDH—Boston at 6:30 P. M. 
WWDC—Washington at 7 P. M. 
WMCA—New York at 6:30 P. M. 
WAGE—Syracuse at 10:00 A. M. 
KDTH—Dubuque at 2:30 P. M. 


Every Sunday Over These Stations: 


WWL—New Orleans at 9 A. M. 
WIP—Philadelphia at 7:00 P. M. 
WEW-—St. Louis at 7:30 A. M. 
KQV—Pittsburgh at 11:30 A. M. 
KGFJ—Los Angeles at 9:00 P. M. 


And also many other stations throughout the country. 


Featuring a Dramatization of the Lives of the Saints 





Presented by 





THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
in the interests of St. Christopher’s Inn 


REV. FATHER ANDREW, S. A., Director 
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with which they intended to establish a strong Russian 
hegemony are showing a surprising resistance to Mos- 
cow’s intended domination. This resistance has no 
doubt been greatly strengthened by the American an- 
nouncement that the United States will refuse to recog- 
nize any government which comes into power through 
anything other than a free election in which all the 
nation’s factions are represented. The vast financial 
help which Red leaders had counted on getting from the 
United States merely for the asking has not been forth- 
coming. The fact that the democracies now indicate 
their growing belief that they can make a go of the 
United Nations Organization without Russia isn’t help- 
ing Russian prestige. But perhaps the two greatest 
headaches of all are the rapidly dwindling morale of the 
Red army and the problem of Communist leaders of 
how they can make their future propaganda stick with 
millions of returning soldiers who have seen a bit of 
the outside world. 


Truly the way of the transgressor is hard. 
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HE question of military conscription as a matter 
of national policy in the United States, which 
has aroused widespread interest and discussion 
throughout the country, received the attention of our 
Bishops at their annual meeting in Washington last 
month. With his Eminence, Cardinal Dougherty of 
Philadelphia, presiding, the Bishops went on record in 
a resolution urging that compulsory military training, 
if adopted, should be “in keeping with American tradi- 
tions,” but suggested first, the possibility of trying to 
have military conscription abolished in all countries 
through a careful considera- 
tion of how our control of 
economic assistance to other 
countries may be used to 
lend weight to our plea for 
such abolition. 

Commenting on the sub- 
ject of military conscrip- 
tion, the Pittsburgh Catho 
lic pertinently points out 
that “a system of peace-time 
military training can be de- 
vised which presents no 
serious hazards to personal 
liberty or moral standards 
and does not involve the 
nation in war, as demon- 
strated by the experience of 
Switzerland, which re- 
mained neutral, prosperous, 
free and orderly during the 
last war. That little coun- 
try has universal, compul- 
sory military training, call- 
ing up every youth for three 
months service when he 
reaches the age of 18, re- 
quiring him to take 11 days 
training annually for the 
next seven years and keep- 
ing him subject to call until he reaches 60. Switzerland 
had more than a half-million men under arms all dur- 
ing the World War, about one-eighth of the population, 
which would be proportionately equivalent to a stand- 
ing army of 14 million in the United States.” 


oa * ok * 
In the passing of Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs, Arch- 
bishop of Cleveland, in the early days of November, 


the Church lost an able administrator and gifted 
preacher, and the country a fearless and forthright 





Most Reverend Joseph Schrembs 





citizen, who served well his adopted land. 


the youngest of sixteen children. 


priest in Grand Rapids, Mich., on June 29, 1889 
] 


Thereafter his rise to leadership in Church and civil 
affairs was rapid and he became known as “The 
Builder” because of the number of church and chari- 
He fre- 


table projects initiated under his direction. 
quently expressed his belief 


since industrialists were per- 


mitted “enormous 


wages. 


from many sources and of- 
fers splendid opportunities 
for human kindness and 
charity, but industrial jus- 
tice must prevail to prevent 
a downfall and universal 
wreck of our present social 
system.” 

Another member of the 
Hierarchy, Most Reverend 
Joseph Pinten, who had re- 
tired some years ago as 
Bishop of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., died on November 6 
at the age of 78 years. In 
Hartford, Conn., on Nov. 2, 
death claimed at the age of 
84 years, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas S. Duggan, rector 
of St. Joseph’s Cathedral, 
and for many years editor of The Catholic Transcript. 

Mrs. Louise Bouvier Drexel Morrell, wife of the late 
General Edward deV. Morrell and daughter of the late 
Francis A. Drexel, noted financier, died Nov. 5, at her 
home “San Jose,” Torresdale, Pa. 

Together with her sister, Mother M. Katharine 
Drexel, founder and Mother Superior of the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Mrs. Morrell had used the 
vast fortune left by her father for the establishment 
and maintenance of many Catholic institutions and mis 
sions for the advancement of Indians and Negroes all 
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The son of 
a Bavarian blacksmith, he was born on March 12, 1866, 
His family immi- 
grated to the United States when he was thirteen, 
After attending St. Vincent’s College, at Beatty, Pa, 
and Laval University, in Montreal, he was ordained a 


that “something is radically 
wrong with social condi- 
tions in the United States” 


profits 
and dividends” while work- 
ers received very small 
In this respect, he 
warned that “poverty comes 








over 
natur 
know 
St. E 
Richt 
oe 


her ¢ 


Th 
ment 
is pat 
natiot 
conce 
cratic 
ernm 
mere 
half 
from 
Wins 
he sai 
A Co 


ions ; 











son of 
1866, 
immi- 
irteen, 
Vy Pa.. 
ined a 
9 
d civil 
“The 
chari- 
le fre- 
belief 
dically 
yndi- 
States” 
re per- 
profits 
work- 
small 
ect, he 
comes 
d of- 
Hunities 
5 and 
al jus- 
revent 
liversal 


social 


of the 
verend 
had re- 
igo as 


Rapids, 





mber 6 
irs. In 
Nov. FA 
age of 

Msgr. 

rector 
thedral, 
nscrift. 
the late 
the late 
, at her 


itharine 

Sisters 
ised the 
ishment 
nd mis- 


roes all 








%& UT OMNES 





Church of the Atonement, Deggendorf, Bavaria 


A shrine of the Catholic faith in southern 
Germany that was fortunately spared from the 
ravages of war. An annual procession in 
honor of the Blessed Sacrament commemorates 
the deliverance of the consecrated Host from 


the hands of unbelievers in the Middle Ages. 


over the United States. Of an humble and retiring 
nature, Mrs. Morrell’s gifts to charity were very little 
known. St. Francis Vocational School, Eddington, Pa., 
St. Emma’s Industrial and Agricultural Institute, near 
Richmond, Va., and Xavier University, New Orleans, 
La., were among the many institutions to benefit by 
her generosity. 


The appointment to a high place in the new govern- 
ment of France under De Gaulle, of five Communists, 
is part of the pattern laid out in Moscow for the domi- 
nation of all of Europe to the Communist yoke. Grave 
concern is felt by the British, Swedish and other demo- 
cratic countries of Europe, as well as by our own gov- 
ernment, that the Yalta and Potsdam agreements are 
mere scraps of paper to Stalin who signed them on be- 
half of Russia. Certainly, the reports now coming 
from all parts of Europe bear out the statement of 
Winston Churchill published in 1937. “Communism,” 
he said, “is not only a creed. It is a plan of campaign. 
A Communist is not only the holder of certain opin- 
ions; he is the pledged adept of a well-thought-out 
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means of enforcing them. The anatomy of discontent 
and revolution has been studied in every phase and 
aspect, and a veritable drill-book prepared in a scientific 
spirit for subverting all existing institutions. 

“No faith need be, indeed, may be, kept with non- 
Communists. Every act of good-will, of tolerance, of 
conciliation, of mercy, of magnanimity on the part of 
governments or States is to be utilized for their ruin. 
Then when the time is ripe and the moment opportune, 
every form of lethal violence, from revolt to private 
assassination, must be used without stint or compunc- 
tion. The citadel will be stormed under the banners of 
liberty and democracy ; and once the apparatus of power 
is in the hands of the brotherhood, all opposition, all 
contrary opinions, must be extinguished by death. 
Democracy is but a tool to be used and afterwards 
broken.” 

*K * 1K * 


The campaign now in progress to raise a fund for 
the building in New York of an hospital as a national 
memorial to former Governor Alfred E. Smith, is meet- 
ing with a response that is, to use the words of Arch- 
bishop Spellman, “a tangible expression of the love and 
respect which the memory of Governor Smith inspires.” 
Three million dollars is the amount needed for the 
project and contributions are invited from people in all 
walks of life regardless of race or creed who admired 
the late Mr. Smith for his manliness, honesty and deep 
sense of charity. Contributions may be sent to the 
Governor Alfred E. Smith Memorial Hospital Com- 
mittee, New York. 


During the past few months, groups of Senators 
and Congressmen from the United States have been 
received in audience by Pope Pius XII. One of these 
visitors, Senator Harry F. Byrd, of Virginia, made 
known how greatly impressed he was with “the sin- 
cerity, the Christian spirit and the wisdom of His Holi- 
ness.” Senator Byrd expressed the opinion that “there 





A wayside shrine in the Catholic section of Germany. 


In witness to the lively faith of German Catholics, constant 
even under the prolonged attacks of the Nazis, shrines of great 
size and beauty are not unusual along the roadside. 














The Plaza at Straubing, Bavaria. 


A gilded monstrance raised aloft on a white stone pillar is 
a visible token of German Catholic devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 


exists no stronger influence in the world today than the 
Pope and the Catholic Church for the preservation of 
Constitutional Government.” 


K * * *” 


A determined effort to ease certain restrictions in the 
matter of obtaining divorce in Canada, which was em- 
bodied in a bill recently introduced in the Canadian 
Parliament at Ottawa, was frustrated by equally deter- 
mined opposition in the parliament itself. Speaking 
against the proposal, Hon. Joseph Alfred Dion, said 
in part: “Divorce, by setting itself against the indis- 
soluble character of marriage, is legislation of a purely 
pagan conception. . . . Even if our country has no of- 
ficial religion, we are nevertheless a Christian nation. 
We are not ashamed to state it. Daily, at the opening 
of the sitting, we invoke the Almighty and we express 
our faith in Christ. When peace was declared the 
leader of our nation did not hesitate to thank God, to 
make a confession of faith. 

“If we as a Christian nation, are to abide by principles 
which distinguish us from pagan peoples, we must of 
necessity endeavor to prevent the adoption of legisla- 
tion tending to lead us back to the paganism of olden 
times.” 

The tragic evils resulting from divorce and’ birth 
control are now impressing themselves with forceful 
clarity on the people of England. A Royal Commis- 
sion has denounced in strong terms the dissemination 
of contraceptives and birth control information as lead- 
ing to the ruin of the nation. The Anglican Arch- 
bishop of York, Rt. Rev. Cyril Garbett, speaking on 
the increase of divorce in Britain said that the church 
must take some responsibility for the “great and general 
drift from the Christian conception of marriage. 

“Marriage is no longer regarded by the nation as a 
whole either as a sacrament or as a holy state but as a 
contract which can be broken fairly easily by mutual 
consent.” 
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The name and fame of a Georgia priest, Father 
Thomas O’Reilly of Atlanta, has been commemorated 
by the erection in the City Hall grounds of that city, 
of a graceful marble shaft. It is a memorial to the 
courageous action of the priest who, by a timely and 
vigorous protest, saved the City Hall and five of the 
churches in Atlanta from being destroyed by the Union 
Army on the eve of Sherman’s march through Georgia 
in 1864. The monument was erected by the Atlanta 
Historical Society with funds contributed by the City 
of Atlanta and each of the churches which were saved 
by Father O’Reilly, namely: Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Trinity 
Methodist Church, Second Baptist Church, and the 
Central Presbyterian Church. 
ie Ore 

Rev. Raymond A. McGowan has been appointed suc- 
cessor to the late Msgr. John A. Ryan, as head of the 
Department of Social Action of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference. 

A native of Brookfield, Mo., Father McGowan is 
one of the founders of two national organizations that 
have grown out of the Social Action Department—the 
Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems, of which 
he is secretary-treasurer, and the Catholic Association 
for International Peace, of which he is executive secre- 
tary. Father McGowan is the author of “Towards 
Social Justice,” “Europe and the United States,” “The 
Church and Social Reconstruction in Puerto Rico,” and 
numerous other works. 

x* * * * 

Much interest was created in European religious 
circles by the announcement over the Vatican Radio 
that a Russian Orthodox Archbishop, Most Rev. A. 
V. Tomoloz, formerly Metropolitan in the Ukraine, 
had made his submission to the Holy See. The historic 
ceremony of his reception, said to be the first of a Rus- 
sian Orthodox prelate in modern times, took place in 
the church of the Catholig Russian College in Rome. 





Snapped in American-occupied Germany. 


In spite of poverty and new hardships, Catholic Bavarians 
endeavor to continue their daily round of humble tasks in the 
struggle for sustenance. This young mother and her children 
are off for a day’s work in the fields. 
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Sav the festival of the birth of the Dufant Saviour 
at Bethlehem bring to the readers of The Lamp and all our 


henefactors a shotver of blessings at Christmas and through- 


Che Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
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Sociely of Atenement Aunals 


N the last Sunday of October 
a throng of pilgrims to 
Graymoor assembled at 
Saint Anthony’s outdoor altar to 
offer homage to Christ the King en- 
throned in the Blessed Sacrament, 
and to pray in intercession for the 
welfare of men throughout the 
world, that they might be worthy 
members of His Kingdom. Father 
Angelus, S. A., was in charge of the 
devotions and led the pilgrims in the 
recitation of the Rosary. A good 
number of the pilgrims on this oc- 
casion were colored Catholics and 
their friends from New York and 
3rooklyn. 
se es 
At Washington our seminarians 
observed the feast by attending the 
pontifical Mass that inaugurated an- 
other year’s effort of the University 


1k 


Conference of the Catholic Stu- 
dents’ Mission Crusade. His Excel- 
lency, Bishop Turquetil, O. M. L., 
pontificated, and our Father Bar- 
tholomew, S. A., was deacon. Pre- 
sent in the great Crypt of the Na- 
tional Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception were religious from over 
thirty houses of study and young 
people from the parishes of Wash- 
ington and vicinity. A stirring ser- 
mon on the missions and the role 
students might play in supporting 
them was included on the program. 
The University Conference has 
played a conspicuous part in making 
Washington mission-minded, and 
one of its most successful efforts in 
this direction takes place each Janu- 
ary with the observance of the 
Church Unity Octave at Our Lady’s 
Shrine. 





Intercession in behalf of the souls 
of the faithful departed character- 
izes the liturgy of the Church on All 
Souls’ Day, and in popular devo- 
tional life prayers for the dead are 
emphasized throughout the month 
of November. Beginning on All 
Souls’ Day and continuing through- 
out the month, the Holy Sacrifice 
was offered daily for the departed 
benefactors of Graymoor and their 
relatives and friends. At Saint 
Christopher’s Inn the intention of 
the Mass each day was similar. On 
each day during the month one of 
the deceased members of the Con- 
gregation was the particular object 
of the prayers of the Sisters during 
the Holy Sacrifice. The bond that 
exists between living and departed 
members of Christ’s Mystical Body 
was beautifully exemplified in the 












Chaplain Dennis Murphy, S. A. 


petitions sent in for remembrance at 
the altar of God during the month 
of the poor souls. 


ee ¢ 


The community at Graymoor was 
happy to welcome home Father 
Dennis, S. A., and Father Apol- 
linaris, S. A., from overseas duty 
during the month of November. 
Both are still in military service, 
but will be stationed in the conti- 
nental United States until the reduc- 
tion in the armed forces and the 
need for chaplains permits their re- 
turn to civilian life. Father Dennis 
served with distinction in General 
Patton’s army in Normandy, North- 
ern France and Germany, and was 
decorated with the Bronze Star 
Medal for risking his life during 
combat for the spiritual welfare of 
his men. Father Apollinaris served 
with the forces in Fiji and other 
islands of the Pacific, as well as dur- 
ing the Philippine campaign. News 
from our other chaplains continues 
to be good, and we hope the time 
will not be long before they, too, 
are welcomed home at the Mother- 
house. 

* * kK * 

The honor roll at Garrison lists 
a long number of local youths who 
served their country with distinction 
during the second Great War. We 
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do not hesitate to point with pride 
to the fact that a number of those 
listed are former students or postu- 
lants with the Society of the Atone- 
ment, who made the effort of trying 
their vocation to the priesthood or 
brotherhood at Graymoor, but found 
in time that they lacked the neces- 
sary qualifications or aptitude to 
continue their studies. Those who 
are listed at Garrison are more re- 
cent students who registered accord- 
ing to the terms of the Selective 
Service Act during their residence 
at Graymoor. More than one of 
these gave the supreme sacrifice that 
those who remained at home might 
continue to enjoy the benefits of 
civilized democracy. However, 2 
great number of other ex-Gray- 
moorians, as they are called, also 
answered the call to the colors dur- 
ing the time of conflict. Though 
they severed their scholastic ties 
with us, they remained in the minds 
and hearts of the friars and stu- 
dents and shared in the Masses and 
prayers offered for the welfare of 
all in the armed forces of our coun- 
try and her allies. 

We mention this to show that in- 
cluded in the scope of Catholic edu- 
cation is training in the ideals of 
patriotism, which is a natural 
virtue that can be elevated to 
a supernatural end, as it 
springs from the virtue of 
piety. We mention it also to 
prove that there remains a tie 
between the religious com- 
munity and those who made 
an effort to leave the world to 
serve God more perfectly, but 
found that their vocation lay 
elsewhere. Not every boy who 
leaves home and family to try 
the religious life perseveres, 
but it does not follow that the 
community and its former 
aspirants lose all interest in 
one another. The Friars are 
proud of the service record of 
so many former associates, 
who remained united to them 
by bonds of prayer. 

That no stigma attaches to a 
noble effort attempted and 
failed is witnessed to by the 
great number of Catholic 





laymen, once seminarians and 
distinguished in civic and _ projes- 
sional circles. Many of them look 
back upon their temporary associa- 
tion with a seminary or postu- 
late with gratitude, 
learned the prayer and 
meditation, and saw in full the true 
Yet it often hap- 
those who should know 


for there they 
value of 


purpose of life. 
pens that 
better seek to deter young men who 
would serve God in the cloister from 
trying their vocations, by pointing 
out that others have tried and ap- 
parently failed. The fallacy is obvi- 
ous when stated baldly, but the pos- 
sibility of failing to measure up to 
the ideals of the religious life often 
prevents aspirants from applying 
for admission to the religious state. 

To boys and young men who 
think that God calls them, but may 
doubt their own worthiness of 
answering the call to service, we 
say: The feeling of unworthiness 
may spring from true humility, but 
God gives strength to those who 
take the chance. We do not expect 
men to come to Graymoor certain in 
their hearts that they are going to 
make the grade required for priests 
or brothers. We do want those of 
good will and character who wish to 


Chaplain Apollinaris Milano, S. A. 
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offer God more than the minimum 

ice He requires in the world. 
ut have questions about voca- 
tion, them to the Father 
Rector, S. A., if you feel you may 
be called to the Atonement priest- 
hood, and to Father Angelus, S. A., 
if you aspire to the brotherhood. 


of set 
If y 
address 


Both addresses are: Graymoor, Gar- 


rison, N. ¥, 
ena 2 


In preparation for the Feast of 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, patron- 
ess of all Tertiaries of Saint Fran- 
cis, Father Paulinus, S. A., con- 
ducted a three day retreat at Saint 
Elizabeth’s Hostel, Graymoor Vil- 


lage. Saint Elizabeth’s is a resi- 
dence for women who are members 
of the Third Order and affiliated 


with Graymoor, conducted by our 
Sisters. Its religious atmosphere 
makes it ideal for those who wish to 
live a secluded life in a prayerful 
The conferences of 
the retreat brought back anew the 
basic principles of the spiritual life, 
incumbent upon all who would give 
God the worship and devotion His 
service requires. 


atmosphere. 


A sung Mass con- 
cluded the retreat exercises on the 
feast day. 

xk ok Ok x 


Father Gilbert V. Hartke, O.P., 
director of the Blackfriars Guild, 
which has been a source of strength 
and inspiration to the Catholic 
Theatre movement, addressed our 
friars in Washington during one of 
the Sunday sessions of the Vineyard 
Forum recently. Father Hartke, 
who is also head of the department 
of Speech and Drama at the Catho- 
lic University, spoke on “The Basic 
Function of the Catholic Play- 
wright”, and his audience found his 
message of unusual interest. The 
Church has from the earliest times 
made use of drama in her liturgy 
which, as the reenactment of the 
great Sacrifice of Calvary, is en- 
hanced by words and actions that 
bring the scene of the original action 
back in full detail to the worship- 
pers. In the middle ages, the drama- 
tic form of instruction was used by 
the Church in relating to her people 
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All Saints: 


$2; Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1.50; Miss B. H., Miss., $1. Total, $4,707.77. 

St. Anthony: Mrs. J. O'N., Pa., $1; Miss M. R, Mass., $3; Mrs. B., 
N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; Mrs. G. P., Mont., $3; Mrs. I. H., 
3; Sr. M. C., Pa., $1; Mes. B., Pa., $3; Mrs. R. V., Conn., $5; Mrs. M. S., 
Ill., $1. Total, $4,070.57 


» SE Bx 
Conn., $5 


Tot 


Cal, 


Total, $1,812.55. 


Little Flower: Mrs. B., N. Y., $1; T. A. M., N. Y., $1; R. F., N. Y 
$5; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $2; Mr. and Mrs. J. C.. Mass., $5; Mrs. B. P., 
Mich., $1; M. C., Wisc., $2; Anon., N. Y., $1.10; Mrs. J. F., N. Y., $1; 
Mrs. J. S., N. Y., $1. Total, $1,668.35. 


Mass., $3.50; Mrs. E. W., Pa., $1; Mrs. G. P., Mont. $2; M. F,, N. Y., 
$2. Total, $1,158.39. 

St. Matthias: K. D., Conn., $5.01; Stamp Bureau (Fr. Daniel, S. A.), 
$55. Total, $920.54. 

Holy Face: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $562.55. 

Father Baker: J. T. D., N. Y., $1. Total, $523.35. 

Blessed Sacrament: Anon., $1; Mrs. E. A. McC., N. Y., $1; Mrs. 
C. L. O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $488.83. 


A. Y., Fla., $1. 


Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


Mes. ©. L. 
Rev Father Paul, S. A.: 


O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $4,721.76 
D. G., Mass., $1; Miss McD. Wash., D. C., 


Sacred Heart: <Anon., Tenn., $1; 
Cal, $1.50; A. R. R., R. 1, $5; 
Total, $3,885.15. 

St. Francis of Assisi: T. A 
al, $3,724.30. 

St. Margaret of Scotland: Total, $3,194.46. 

St. Joseph: Anon., Tenn., $1; Mrs. R., N. Y., $10; Mrs. C. L. 
$1; Miss E. F.; Conn., $1. Total, $3,193.47 


St. Jude: Mrs. C. T. R., N. Y., $5; B. S., N. Y., $1. 


Miss M. R., Mass., $3.50; Mrs. 
J. Wig Bi Bag Bei Mes. BV, 


M., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal, $1. 


O’B., 


Total, $3,061.25. 


St. Ann: Mrs. L. B., Mass., 50c. Total, $3,047.62. 
St. Francis Xavier: Total, $2,689.50. 
Pius XI: Total, $2,172.95. 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $2. Total, $1,981.55. 
Our Lady of Lourdes: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $1,817.55. 
St. Christopher: Anon., Tenn., $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1.50. 








Our Lady of the Atonement: Mrs. J. F., Mass., $2; Miss M. R., 
$2: M. F r 


Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $483.70. 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1. Total, $371.80. 
St. Michael:. Anon., Tenn., $1. Total, $370.25. 

St. Margaret Mary: R. A. V., Cal., $1. Total, $285.55. 
Archangel Raphael: T. A. M., N. Y., $1. Total, $233.40. 
Brother Philip: Mrs. P. B., N. Y., $1. Total, $120.30. 

Most Holy Trinity: Mrs. A. Y., Fla., $1. Total, $110.20. 
Brother Anthony: T. A. M., N. Y., $1. Total, $87.60. 

St. Gerard Majella: Mrs. L. B., Mass., 50c; H. M., N. Y., $1; 
Total, $50.18. 

St. Bridget of Ireland: (New Burse) D. O'C., $50. Total, $50.00. 
Our Lady of the Rosary: Mrs. A. V., Conn., $5. Total, $46.25. 


Mrs. 








the events of Our Lord’s life, as 


shown 


mystery plays of the period. 
now the secular dramatist has great 
power to teach and instruct through 
the theatre, and it is unfortunate 


that so 


has a mission to counteract this in- 
fluence by using the drama as a 
medium of propagandizing truth,: 
and he need not confine himself to 
purely religious themes. Father 
Hartke’s message might well have a 
particular response from our future 


by the popular miracle and 
Right 


often this form is used as a 


clever and insidious means of priests, as on their shoulders the 
spreading destructive modes of task of continuing the effective 
thought. The Catholic playwright teaching of the Ave Maria Hour 
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dramatizations will sooner or later 
rest. 

*x * * * 

A particularly moving dramatiza- 
tion of a Catholic leader was pre- 
sented on all stations that regularly 
carry the Ave Maria Hour on Sun- 
day, November 18. It was the story 
of Mother St. John Fontbonne, who 
directed the work of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph safely through the 
terror of the French Revolution, 
and implanted the first foundation 
of her society on the soil of the 
United States. The truth portrayed 
in this dramatization was that the 
efforts of one individual in resisting 
evil, in this case the specious evil of 
the “constitutional clergy” who had 
yielded to pressure and 
their properly appointed leaders dur- 
ing the dark days of the revolution, 
bears great fruit in time. Through 
Mother St. John’s heroic resist- 
ance—she and her Sisters were at 
time sentenced to the guil- 

-the work of her community 
fragile beginnings, and 
thousand 


rejecte<| 


one 
lotine 
survived its 
today is continued in a 
convents in our own country alone. 
The story is beautiful in its simple 
narrative form, but when presented 
as a drama there is no limit to the 
amount of good it can do in giving 
help and inspiration to other souls. 


s+ * 2 


The Guild of Saint Margaret of 
Scotland, Philadelphia branches, 


conducted its annual Concert and 
3all at the Broadwood Hotel on 
November 16, and on this occasion 
surpassed the most brilliant of its 
former successes in its work of 
assisting the Friars of the Atone- 
ment. The concert featured Scot- 
tish, Irish and American airs, and 
included selections by Brother Ael- 
red, S. A., of Graymoor. A mes- 
sage of congratulation and encour- 
agement was given by Frater Col- 


man, S. A., founder of the organ- 
ization, before the ball. Present 
as interested spectators were the 


Very Rev. Father General, S.A., 
Father Januarius, S. A., and Father 
John Baptist, S. A., as well as 
several of the local clergy. Once 


again, the proceeds of this annual 


swell the 
Margaret 
be used to 


will go to 
Burse in honor of Saint 
of Scotland, which will 
educate young men to the priestiood 
in the Society of the Atonement. 

* * * * 


social event 


The approach of winter at Gray- 
moor i magnificent 
prelude each autumn, as the woody 
hills that stretch below the Mount 
of the Atonement suddenly take on 
new grandeur, 


heralded by a 


bedecked as they are 
in multicolored foliage, the beauty of 
which surpasses description. Visit- 
ors to the Mount from the city find 
it hard to make 
few seem as 


comparisons, for 


locales blessed with 
natural attractiveness as Graymoor. 
Day by day, 


new 


as the season advances, 
nature seem re- 
vealed in the rapidly changing pat- 
terns of color that enhance the 
friary on every side. Gradually the 


wonders of 


day grows closer when wind and 
rain will divest the Mountain and 
the hills about it of their beauty. 


stark 
and rawness of 
stripped of its beauteous apparel by 
the inexorable hand of time, 
vides the friars and those who dwell 
with them with food for meditation 
on the timelessness of God, the 
Beauty of Whose Being remaining 
the one unchanging Truth. 


Then the 
bareness 


picture of the 
nature, 


pro- 


= 

The first peacetime Thanksgiving 
Day in several years was observed 
festively but prayerfully at the 
Mount of the Atonement. High 
Masses were offered for the friars 
at Saint Francis’ Chapel; for the 
students in the Crypt of Saint An- 
thony’s Shrine and finally at Saint 
John’s Church. Father Aedan, S.A., 
preached at this latter service, point- 
ing out that the virtue of gratitude 
for all His gifts should 
characterize the faithful throughout 
the year. However, he explained 
that there was no reason why a day 
established by tradition as a time 
for special homage and thanksgiv- 
ing to God should not be sanctified 
by Catholics in America. Pointing 
out the religious origin of the feast, 
Father Aedan said that the most 
beautiful tribute one could pay to 


to God 
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God for His graces on this day was 
to unite with the priest in the great 
sacrificial act of the Mass, called by 
the early Christians the Eucharist, 
to stress its nature as a service of 
thanksgiving. 

At Saint Christopher’s Inn, 
Father S. A., was host to 
the Brothers Christopher at the fes- 
tive meal of the day. Through the 
generosity of benefactors, a Thanks- 


Canisius, 


giving Dinner complete with all the 
traditional accessories was served to 
a capacity number who might other- 
wise have been friendless and alone 
on this day. The Brothers Chris- 
topher offered their thanks in the 
form of prayer for those who make 
it possible for the Friars to main- 
tain the work of the Inn, in the 
morning at the Holy Sacrifice, and 
in the evening at the Novena de- 
votions and Benediction. 

¢ + ¢ * 


With the 
to its close, 


vear of 1945 drawing 
we look back in retro- 
spect to the truly wonderful aid 
given us in the support of our poor 
students by our charitable friends. 
Month after month, kindly hearts 
imbued with a deep love for the 
meritorious work of helping young 
aspirants to the fulfilment of a holy 
vocation to serve God in His priest- 
hood, have contributed to our Stu- 
dents’ Bread Fund. It has been a 
timely and a very material help for 
which the Graymoor Fathers are 
deeply grateful. That God will bless 





our kind benefactors is our daily 
. 

Mrs. S., Mass., $2; L. R., N. Y., $1; 
Anon., s3: EC , a y * $4; Anon, 
$3; Mrs. S. V., Texas, a: 7, S., Bs ae 
$20; A. V., N. ., $25; Miss es R, 
N. Y., $7; A. F. P., Mass., $4; Mrs. C. 
D., Pa, $1; Mrs. B. P., Mich., $25; 
Mr. M., N. J., % = J. McC., N. Y, 
$25; H. D., N. Y., $2; Anon., $2; Mrs 
H. 5., Cal, $5; L. B., N. Y., $5; H. V, 


Ohio, $4. 

G. D., N. Y., $1; Mrs. D., Ohio, $; 
I. B., N. Y¥., $1; Mrs. A, Bay ae 
Ras 2" Maine, ‘$10; A. A.. N. Y., 

P. F., N. Y., $6; Mrs. W. K., Ne fi: 
Mise F., N. Y., $1; Miss L. ~ oe 
$4; Miss A. McG., N. Y., $1. ee: HL. M, 
ee “: A. N., N. : = $4: J S., N. Y, 
$10; N. , oe 
$3.86 ; 
Conn., 
NY” a3) Mire S. 
b; G. “7. * _ $1; E. W., 3 
{rs. C. D., Pa., $1; L. Z., Mass., $5. 
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by the Light of the Lamp 


By Reverend Bede MacEachen, S.A. 
* 


“Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that seek Him with their whole heart.” 


Don’t you think that instances 


Psalm 118, 2. 





like those of Pierrette in Quebec 
and the boy in the Bronx are Vee the 
damaging to the Faith? It seems readers, 
to me that they only serve to bring 
contempt on the Catholic Church. 
Why doesn’t the Church interfere 
at the very beginning and prevent 
such theatricalism? 
—F. S., New York. 


nature of 
answered here. 

to Fr. Bede, S. 
Peekskill, N. Y. 





convenience of our 
questions. of .a general 
interest 


Address inquiries 


Reports of and 
stories of miraculous cures get a 
better hearing in the Church than 
they would anywhere else. 


apparitions 


If they 
be found without foundation, they 
do not damage her reputation ; they 
lend lustre to it by showing her 


to all, are 


A., The Lamp, 


wisdom and prudence and justice. 





The Church does not interfere 
with events of this kind because of her faith in the 
supernatural. ‘There is always the possibility of the 
most wonderful (miraculous, as we commonly say) 
events, taking place because God is real, and because 
He is all-powerful. 

This is an interesting and very instructive point 
of doctrine for us who are living in this age of 
unbelief. The Church does not predict that private 
revelations will be made or that apparitions will be 
granted to chosen ones among her children, but she does 
know that such things have happened frequently in her 
long and glorious history; she is aware that splendid 
miracles have taken place in very recent times, and 
above all that similar wonders can occur and may take 
place at any moment. She does not watch anxiously 
like some scientist who does not know the power of 
some compound or the result of an experiment, but 
she is never taken by surprise. Scientists today boast 
about the method which they use in investigating natural 
phenomena and the properties of bodies. 


They insist 
on evidence. 


Facts must be supported by evidence. 
Frequently what is not a fact passes for a fact. Many 
people today accept as fact what is the merest theory. 
The Church has used this method of investigation 
throughout her history, with this exception, however 
that what is mere theory has never been officially 
served up by her as fact. 





Faith does not exclude in- 
vestigation. On the contrary, it demands the most criti- 
cal examination. The reason why more people, espe- 
cially among the better educated, among scientists and 
men of science, have not found the Faith is that they 
are very poor scientists—they have not searched out the 
Church. Excluding those members who are born within 
the fold of Peter, it is only the most critical and most 
searching of human beings who find their way into 
the Church. The average product of contemporary edu- 
cation is the less than half-educated man or woman. 
They go less than half-way in their search for the truth. 





And if such cause con- 


tempt among a few, they assist 


reports 


others to find their way to the 
Church. Finally, the Church never enters into occur- 
rences such as you refer to until all the facts have been 
assembled. These she examines most painstakingly, and 
then only does she make a statement about their super- 
natural character. 


Why do the Friars of the Atonement wear the Jewish 
star on their habit? —E. B., N. Y. 


The so-called “Jewish star” is composed of two 
isosceles triangles so arranged as to form a six-pointed 
star. In Old Testament times this was an official symbol 
of God. It is used by the Friars of the Atonement as 
part of a triple symbol representing the Holy Trinity, 
the Jewish star being emblematic of God the Father, 
object of our Faith. The inner star, of Bethlehem, 
represents Christ the Son, our Hope. The heart repre- 
sents the Holy Ghost, Spirit of Love. 


* * * * 


What is the work of the Sisters of the Love of 
Jesus, O. S. B? 


—R. S., Til. 


The Sisters of the Love of Jesus are a community 
that was corporately received into the Church from 
Anglicanism on July 30, 1937. The congregation was 
founded in England, but the center of its activities was 
transferred to western Canada in 1922. We are not 
sure of the exact nature of the particular work of these 
Sisters, but presume that prayer and work for Chris- 
tian Unity would constitute a part of it. The Sisters 
conduct a rest home, Saint Mary’s Priory, at 270 Gov- 
ernment Street, Victoria, British Columbia, and would, 
we are sure, be glad to give additional information 
about their work to those who communicate with them 
directly. 











time 


ACH year at this 

Christians turn their 

thoughts to the event that 
is the focal point of all history, 
the birth of Jesus Christ at Beth- 
lehem. To Catholics the event 
marks the end of an era of dark- 
ness and despair, and the dawn 
of the reign of the Redeemer. 
Non-Catholics approach the feast 
of Christmas from varying points 
of view, ranging from full accord 
with the Catholic position to a 
commemoration of the 
human leader. 
other, how- 


vague 
birth of a great 
In some fashion or 
ever, all Christians are united in 

stressing the importance of the 

Nativity. Their observance of 

Christmas has an influence on 

those among whom they live but who 
have no religious connection with 
Christianity. The various non- 
Christian groups react to Christmas 
in widely different While 
they cannot ignore the existence of a 
festive spirit at this time, they can 
and do attempt to ignore the reli- 
Some 


ways. 


gious significance behind it. 
take cognizance of the holiday spirit 
by sending greetings to their friends 
and business associates; others sce 
an advantage in the commercial 
aspect of Christmas, and cheerfully 
supply a wide assortment of gifts 
and ornaments that can heighten the 
festive spirit. 

There is one group of non-Chris- 
tians for whom Christmas has a 
peculiar significance. This is the 
group which is commonly referred 
to as the Jews. After all, the Christ 
Child was born in their land, of 
their people and into their religion. 
For centuries the Jews as a group 
turned away from Christ and His 
teachings with scorn. Yet each 
December they see people all about 
them honoring this Jewish Babe. 
Within the last century, along 








with a widespread cleavage from the 


traditional orthodox teaching of 
Judaism, there has arisen among the 
Jews a new point of view as to the 
Christ, Whom all Christians ac- 
knowledge as_ their This 
break with an age-old tradition 
adverse to Christ is depicted in the 
revised articles in the Jewish En- 
cyclopedia and the Encyclopedia of 
Jewish Knowledge. Only within 
the last few years a Jewish court re- 
viewed the case against Christ and 
found Him “not guilty” of the 
charges recorded against Him by the 
Sanhedrim. The most recent com- 
ment in favor of Christ from Jew- 
ish sources appears in The Jew of 
Our Day, in which the author Waldo 
Frank says: “The finest flower of 
Jewish wisdom is Jesus...” How- 
ever, Mr. Frank’s reason for the 
statement that “Jesus was a man in 
whom the cosmic consciousness was 
so strong that its ecstasy became the 
norm of his life” is not acceptable 
to those who believe Jesus Christ to 
be the Second Person of the Triune 
Godhead. 

As Jews seem to express a grow- 


Savior. 


By Reverend Aedan Davis, S.A, 





ing interest in Jesus Christ the 
Founder of Christianity, it fol- 
lows that Christians would do 
well to vitalize anew their inter- 
est in the eternal salvation of the 
We often hear of Chris- 
tians being interested in the con- 
version of particular groups of 


Jews. 


people, but rarely does one hear 
of the Jews as the object of 


such solicitude. The first cen- 


tury of Christianity paints an 
entirely different picture. Our 
Lord Himself said that He 


was first sent to the Jews, 
Saint Paul preached to the Jews 
first in every city he entered, 
in spite of the fact that they had 
Master and often 

drove him out of the synagogue. 
Christianity spread via the Jewish 
communities of the Roman Empire. 


rejected his 


We Christians owe more than we 
realize to the Jews and it is but a 
matter of duty in the brotherhood 
of charity that we should try to 
repay our debt in terms of the 
spiritual treasures we possess. 

To bring Christianity to the twen- 
tieth century Jew is not an easy mat- 
ter, and yet it must be done. We 
know from St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans, chapter eleven, that in the 
end Israel will be saved. But one 
may ask: “Just what is being done 
for the conversion of the Jews at 
the present time?” In a general way 
we know they are included in all 
Catholic prayers for the conversion 
of non-Catholics. In some pat 
ticular instances special prayers art 
offered for them constantly, as is the 
case with the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Sion in Kansas City, Missouri, 4 
community of religious dedicated to 
prayer for the conversion of Israt! 
In a more public way, David Gold- 
stein of Boston, himself a convert 
from Judaism, has spent much of 
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his life in speaking and writing of 
the Christian message to Jews. But 
what of the millions of other Catho- 
lics in America? What are we <lo- 
ing to bring Christ’s message of 
salvation to those people to whom 
He Himself first preached it? 
There are two sides to the task 
of bringing Christ to His once 
chosen people: what we must do 


UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


the conversion of the children of 


Israel. 

There is a real distinction be- 
tween Israelite and Jew. After 
his conversion Saint Paul refers 


to himself as still being a Hebrew 
and an Israelite (II Cor., 11, 22 
He does not say that he is still a 





and what we must not do. There 
is only one “what we must not 
do” and that is that we avoid 
the sin of And 
a sin it is, just as to do harm to 
sinful. Many 
Catholics are indifferent to petty 
examples of this sin and they 


anti-semitism. 


any person is 


fail to realize the great evil anti- 
semitism is. Then again there are 
even some who forget that Jesus 
and Mary were Jews too, and 
who might be horrified to reflect 
that those He loves so dearly 
should be of this hated 
Yet Jesus and = Mary, 
Joseph, Paul, and John, whom 
Jesus well, were 
Moreover, Christian- 


class. 


and 


loved sO 
all Jews. 
ity is fundamentally a religion 





Ut Omnes Unum Sint 


By Liam Brophy 


O hasten to the House of Bread* 

Ye Prodigals that hunger still 

And feed yet on the husks of swine. 
Turn, all ye faithful, and be led 

Where Faith’s white star shall lead, until 
Ye feed upon the Food Divine. 


For He hath seen ye from afar, 
And hath prepared a place for ye 
To banquet with His faithful son,* 
To whom, above the voice of war, 

He saith: “Rejoice when they shall be 
Made one as You and I are One.” 





* Bethlehem 


** The Catholic Church 








of love and all hatred of one’s 

fellowmen is foreign to it. 

Christ died for all peoples, Jew as 
well as Gentile, or to state it better: 
We must 
refrain making Christianity 
less attractive to the Jews by show- 
ing them the love which true Chris- 


“Gentile, as well as Jew.” 
from 


tianity demands of us. In practice 
we can begin to do this by turning a 
deaf ear to anti-semitic stories and 
being careful not to make conversa- 
tion which even hints at anti-semit- 
ism. The Holy Father has con- 
demned this evil time and time 
We should follow his lead in 
all things, so why make this an 
exception ? 


again. 


On the positive side we ought to 
acquaint ourselves with the 
trinal variations of Judaism so that 
we may discuss intelligently the 
questions of religion with indi- 
vidual Jews. Although they them- 
selves are not clear as to who is a 
Jew and who is not, we must at 
least have some understanding of 
the term if we are to meet with any 
measure of success the problems of 


dc C- 


Israelite we mean a 
person who can trace his parenta 
to the nation of 


Jew. By an 
ge 
Israel, even 
if only in some general way. We 
grant that there is no pure Israelitic 
race today, but there is a moral unity 


back 


or comradeship that binds these peo- 
ple together. A Jew is one who prac- 
form of the 
known as Judaism, 


tices some religion 
From this dif- 
ferentiation we see that all Israelites 
are not Jews. David Goldstein 
proudly calls himself a Christian 
Israelite. The vast majority of non- 
Christian into three 
the Orthodox Jews, who 
make up about 2%; the Reformed 
Jews, who total about 8% ; and the 


remaining 90%, 


Israelites fall 
classes : 


who have no reli- 
gious affiliation whatsoever. This 
last group, great in number, should 
not, strictly speaking, be called 
Jews. However, common speech 
refers to all Israelites as Jews, e.g. 
a Jewish Catholic. 


Let us now turn our attention to 


373 


the problem involved in working for 
the conversion of 
groups. 

The Orthodox Jews are that small 
group who cling tenaciously to the 
Torah and the Talmud. Their scar- 
city is shown by the fact that nine- 
tenths of American rabbis are out- 

side of orthodoxy. The Ortho- 
dox Jews look forward to the 
glory of Israel through a mes- 
siah who is yet to come. For 
them Christ was a blasphemer 
who claimed to be divine and 
was justly put to death. The 
chief obstacles to their accept- 
ance of Christianity is the di- 
vinity of Christ, which offends 
their monotheistic be- 
liefs, and the lack of temporal 
glory for Israel under the new 
dispensation. For the most part 
this group is made up of the 
older people. Because they have 
imbibed their teachings through- 


each of these 


strong 


out a long life, their conversion 
is most difficult. To make pro- 
gress with them it is necessary 
for the Catholic to know his Old 
Testament and the Jewish tradi- 
tions. An excellent approach is 
to show that Christ’s divinity 
does not contradict monotheism and 
to show that loss of the 
Temple, sacrifices and priesthood 
for nineteen centuries is not acci- 
dental. Once this is done there is 
little that the Orthodox Jew has 
to deny of his Jewish tenets. He 
needs merely to add to them. 


Israel’s 


The next larger group of Israel 
is Reformed Judaism, which is also 
called Liberal or Progressive. This 
group is made up, for the most part, 
of Jews who see that the future 
hopes of Orthodox Judaism are be- 
yond fulfillment but still want to 
cling to the general ideas of Jewry 
because of respect for their parents, 
racial pride, social or economic 
reasons, or for the sake of a com- 
mon defense mechanism against the 
onslaughts of anti-semitism. Re- 
formed Judaism came into vogue 
during the last century. It is based 
on the 18th and 19th century science, 
not on that of the 20th. It is a 
watering down of strict Jewish 
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teachings coupled with, in some 
instances, a mixture of Christian 
practices such as holding the weekly 
services on Sunday. This diluting 
of ‘the orthodox doctrine can be seen 
in the articles in The Jewish En- 
cyclopedia, The Encyclopedia of 
Jewish Knowledge, and the report 
on the Jewish religion found in the 
1936 Census of Religious Bodies 
taken by the federal government. 
This group of Israelites has seen 
the futility of persisting in the rigid 
teachings of the Law and the Tradi- 
tions. They have abandoned belief 
in revelation, miracles, a personal 
messiah, the Temple, a priesthood 
and sacrifices. If Christianity were 
presented to them in the proper 
form they should find it acceptable, 
for they would then see the Jewish 
teachings in their proper setting, as 
a preparation for Christ’s doctrine, 
and gladly accept the bud of Juda- 
ism in full bloom, which is Catholi- 
cism. Of course, there is more to 
the conversion of a Jew than just his 
religious principles. In the present 
economy his social and economic 
standing are closely allied to his reli- 
gious beliefs. The jeopardizing of 
these relations by embracing Ca- 
tholicism is a real obstacle to con- 
version. The zealous apostle must 
consider these points and see what 
can be done to remove them. 


On account of these two temporal 
obstacles in the conversion of Jews, 
the Catholic clergy and laity should 
be quick to rid themselves of even 
the slightest traces of anti-semitic 
feelings. If while still a Jew an 
Israelite continually experiences a 
hostile feeling among Christians, 
it is asking a great deal of him 
to endanger his Jewish friendships 
and business contacts by becoming a 


Catholic. One may well say that his 
spiritual reward will be far greater 
than his temporal loss. We all 
readily grant this. Nonetheless, one 
must remember that the Israelitic 
Catholic still has to earn a liveli- 
hood, and this perhaps for many 
years. Christians can accomplish 
much in overcoming these hurdles 
by simply treating the Jews with the 
respect that Catholicism demands of 
them. All must heed Saint Paul’s 
warning (I Cor. 19, 32) against be- 
ing a stumbling block to the 
Jews. 

The third group of Israelites is 
by far the largest group. It con- 
sists, for the most part, of the 


younger modern descendants of 


Abraham. The majority of these 
may be classified in the ranks of our 
American neo-pagans. The situa- 


tion is neatly put in the recent re- 
mark of an elderly Jewish mother 
who said of her four children, “They 
are not Jews but Americans.” These 
young Israelites, finding nothing 
practical in the tenets of Judaism, 
are trying to become absorbed into 
every-day American life by surren- 
dering all ties to things strictly Jew- 
ish and embracing the materialism 
of 20th century America. Their 
heritage from Jewish parentage is so 
pronounced that it demands radical 
steps to obliterate it, and radical 
steps they take. They look back on 
the history of their forefathers and 
see the persecutions that they have 
undergone; they look about the 
world of today and see the persecu- 
tions that their comrades are under- 
going. These are not to be for 
them if they can help it. Thus they 
are in the right frame of mind to 
join forces with any movement 
which promises to do away with the 


prevailing anti-semitic state of af- 
fairs. 

The typical modern Israelite is 
educated, that is, he has been ex- 
posed to the modern concept of life 
in some state college. He has already 
come in contact with some false 
form of Christianity. There is little 
wonder that he does not find Chris- 
tianity acceptable under such a 
guise. Or, if he does find it accept- 
able, it is only because it ignores 
Christ. Consequently we see that in 
dealing with this group we not only 
have to be able to present true 
Christianity in a desirable manner 
but we must also be qualified to 
parry the objections of Modernism 
and Rationalism against the Church, 

According to the latest figures 
about one-third of all the Israelites 
in the world are within the borders 
of our United States. Different 
people, depending upon their back- 
grounds and aspirations, will look 
upon this fact with various reac- 
tions. There can be only one re- 
action among Catholics who appre- 
ciate what the Israelite nation of 
old did for Christianity. Here are 
Christ’s own people all about us. 
The great majority of them have 
renounced the religion of their fore- 
fathers and wander aimlessly. We 
know how Christ ministered to the 
needs of His people when He was 
here on earth. We Catholics have 
the spiritual refreshment which His 
people need so badly today, and in 
accord with the apostolic nature of 
our faith we must try to do all in 
our power to give it to them, being 
ever mindful of St. Paul’s words 
to the Romans, “In view of the gos- 
pel, they are enemies for your sake; 
but in view of the divine choice, they 
are most dear for the sake of the 
fathers.” (Rom. 11, 28). 











that Thou hast sent Me. 
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“Yet not for these only do I pray, but for those also who through their word are to believe in Me. 
may be one, even as Thou Father in Me, and I in Thee; that they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe 
And the glory that Thou hast given Me, I have given to them, that they may be one, 
even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in Me; that they may be perfected in unity and that the world may know 
that Thou hast sent Me, and that Thou hast loved them even as Thou hast loved Me.”—St. John, XVII, 20-23. 


That all 
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EVEN-DAY 


privileges for 


leaves are rare 
American sol- 

diers in France. They don’t 
happen very often and when they do 


your buddies have different ideas 
on how to make use of them. 
I think [I was lucky in getting 
together, early in October, with 


a group of serious soldiers, some 
Catholic but a good many non- 
Catholic, who wanted to. see 
Lourdes. There were some for 
whom the Shrine held a real devo- 
tional attraction, but I think most of 
the group had formed all their ideas 
about Lourdes from the motion pic- 
ture, “The Song of Bernadette”. 
Still, to go there when they could 
have spent a whole week in Paris, 
which is not so very different in 
many parts from our own American 
cities, showed that they had some 
understanding of the importance of 
this famous shrine of Our Lady. 


Our group arrived at Lourdes on 
Monday after dark—about 7:30 
P. M.—and was welcomed at the 
station by a Catholic chaplain, Lieut. 
Colonel Andrew J. Nowak, of 
Springfield, Massachusetts. We be- 
gan our pilgrimage then and there, 
as Father Nowak gave us an outline 
of the things we should not miss 
on our visit. He promised to be our 
guide and director, and issued a list 
of the do’s and the don’t’s that 
would help make our visit memor- 
able. As the list of don’t’s mounted 
up I began to wonder if the trip 
would be enjoyable after all, as I 
could easily see that most of my 
companions were getting uneasy. * I 


Au American 


Saldier at Lourdes 


By Lieut. Walter R. Morin 





The Basilica and Grotto of Our Lady at Lourdes. 


mention all this to show that there 
was a great contrast between our 
first impressions and the outcome of 
our pilgrimage. Later most of the 
men in the group said it was the 
most enjoyable time they had ever 
experienced. 

Father Nowak directed us to a 
hotel, where we were fed and bil- 
leted. The rooms were nice and the 
food quite good. At 9:45 we were 
to meet in front of the Grotto. For 
reasons of my own, I left the hotel 
early and reached the Grotto about 
a quarter of an hour before the 
other men. The sight that met me 
there was of a great multitude of 
people, kneeling in prayer, some 
with arms outstretched, some weep- 
ing, others quiet. Still others were 
taking water from the miraculous 
spring, drinking it or carrying it 
away with them. The moment I 
stood in front of the Grotto a feel- 
ing of great peace and relaxation 
came over me, and I felt happier 
than ever before in my life. 

Father Nowak arrived promptly 
and knelt to lead us in prayer to Our 
Lady. Next he took us off by our- 
selves to the rear benches before the 
statue of Our Lady and told us 
something of the history of Lourdes. 
Long before the time of Bernadette, 
it seems, the castle that overlooks 
seven valleys had been entrusted to 
Our Blessed Lady. The Moorish 
master of the hills, who refused to 
yield to Charlemagne when the 
country of the Pyrennes was a bat- 
tleground between Christian and 
Moslem, finally acceded to the plea 








of an ancient Catholic bishop to en- 
trust his land to the Mother of Jesus 
Christ. Thus the Moslem ruler was 
spared the ignominy of surrendering 
his land to Christian soldiers, and 
the purpose of Charlemagne was ac- 
complished as well. 

We then listened with rapt atten- 
tion to Father Nowak’s account of 
the life of Saint Bernadette, her 
visions here at the Grotto, and the 
miraculous proof of them that Our 
Lady offered in the spring that 
flowed where none had been before. 
The details were vaguely familiar 
to most of the soldiers, and those 
who had not seen the movie about 
Saint Bernadette were glad to hear 
it was playing in Lourdes right then, 
and they could see it before they 
left. After Father Nowak’s talk, 
all the Catholics in the group, which 
had taken on added size, went to 
confession. It must have been a 
task for the priests as there were a 
good number of Catholics in the 400 
soldiers who were present. 

Next morning we had a special 
Mass right at the Grotto, and all our 
Catholic soldiers received Holy 
Communion. One of the miracles 
of Lourdes, we had been told, was 
the daily recurrence of many thou- 
sands of Holy Communions. Mass 
is offered at half-hour intervals at 
the Grotto, and from five o’clock in 
the morning on a large number of 
priests are engaged in distributing 
Our Lord’s Body and Blood to the 
faithful. 

At 10:30 A. M. we all met at the 
Grotto again. Under Father No- 
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wak’s direction we started up the 
steep and winding slope of the hill 
at the side of the church, saying the 
Rosary in English as we went. 
When we thought we had reached 
the top we entered a gate that 
brought us to another gravel path, 
and we began the Stations of the 
Cross as we climbed still higher. 
The stations at Lourdes are formed 
of life-sized figures, placed at inter- 
vals that correspond in distance to 
the original stations in Jerusalem. 
The total length of the Way of the 
Cross is 300 metres, the same length 
as it is in the Holy Land. The 
twelfth station, with its three 
crosses, is at the very summit of the 
hill. We noticed as we reached it 
that many of the pilgrims before us 
had made the stations by walking 
barefoot on the rough gravel, or 
even by crawling on their knees. I 
had never seen such vivid testimony 
of the power of faith before. 

Next we had a group picture 
taken before the altar of Saint 
Bernadette in the archway at the 
side of the Church of the Holy 
Rosary. At the suggestion of some 
American nurses who had been to 
the Shrine before, Father Nowak 
took up a collection to be used to 
build something that would repre- 
sent America’s contribution to the 
work of Lourdes. Although no one 
was fully prepared for it, the col- 
lection amounted to 42,000 francs, 
or about $840, and our chaplain 
was deeply appreciative. He said he 
doubted if other soldier pilgrims 
had been as generous. 

After dinner, Father took us to 
the museum where there were relics 
of Saint Bernadette, including cloth- 
ing she had worn, letters she had 
written and a very interesting pic- 
ture of Bernadette and members of 
her family, an actual photograph 
which drew special attention from 
our group. Another part of the 
museum was devoted to pictures of 
those who had come to Lourdes for 
aid and whose prayers were an- 
swered. The contrast in these pic- 
tures of pilgrims before and after 
they were healed is an astounding 
proof of the great power of Our 
Lady’s intercession. 
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The blessing of the sick and afflicted pilgrims at Lourdes. 


After our visit to the museum, 
Father Nowak took us into the old 
town, where we visited the house 
in which Bernadette was born and 
the abandoned jail in which she 
lived at the time of the apparitions. 
The jail consists of one room, no 
bigger than an ordinary room in an 
American house, yet seven people 
lived in it then! Now there is a 
pretty altar in it, taken from Saint 
3ernadette’s favorite church, which 
has since been torn down. 

In the evening we took part in 
the Pilgrims’ Procession, one of the 
most vivid recollections of my trip. 
The faithful sang the hymn “Ave 
Maria”, as they proceeded from the 
Grotto and over the great arch of 
the Rosary Church, then along the 
great walk in front of the church, 
then back to the Grotto. There are 
sixty-three stanzas to the pilgrims’ 
song, and it is a wonderful sight to 
see fifty thousand people joining in 
the refrain “Ave, Ave, Ave Maria” 
as they move along together. The 
church is illuminated all during the 
time of the procession, and the gen- 
eral impression it creates is like a 
vision of heaven. 

After the crowd had gone I knelt 
in front of Our Lady’s statue in the 
Grotto, scene of so many miraculous 
cures, and prayed for everyone at 
home. When you pray _ before 


the statue of Our Lady on.the site 
of her apparition at Lourdes, you 
have a feeling that there is some- 
thing more than a statue present. It 
actually seems that there is someone 
close by listening attentively to every 
word you say and every prayer you 
utter. One of the boys told me later 
that to kneel there made him feel 
like a boy at Christmastime—an ex- 
pression that seems to sum up the 
beauty and happiness of i¢ all. 





On Wednesday, there was a high 
Mass at 10, after our regular Mass 
at 7:30. It was sung by the Bishop 
and was very beautiful. In the after- 
noon Father Nowak gave us a talk 
about the churches of Lourdes, 
which proved to be very interesting. 
The first altar was built just above 
the Grotto, where the Basilica now 
stands. It took two years to level 
off the ground and begin work on 
the present Basilica, as engineers 
were afraid that the Grotto might 
cave in if too great a weight were 
imposed above it. There are five 
altars in the main part of the Basil- 
ica now, one in honor of each mys- 
tery of the Rosary. Two other 
churches were built in the rear of 
the Basilica at later dates, and are 
necessary in order to accommodate 
the pilgrims today. Altogether, we 
were told, there are 84 altars in the 
Basilica and the other churches in 
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order to accommodate many of the 
priests who come there with the 
faithful on pilgrimages. Pope Pius 
X proclaimed the Basilica at 
Lourdes Queen of all churches in 
the world, and its size and beauty 
makes this title appropriate. 

At 4:30 that afternoon we wit 
nessed and took part in the service 
of Benediction and Blessing of the 
Sick, to which all the pilgrims de- 
voutly throng. There were 240 
invalids lying on cots close to the 
Grotto, and these the Bishop 
specially blessed as he moved slowly 
about in the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament. While it was 
pitiful to see so many maimed and 
crippled persons lie there, their 
prayers and hopefulness were an 
inspiration. Our guide told us that 
the cures that took place usually oc- 
curred at the time of the procession, 
and even though no notable ones 
took place that afternoon all of us 
felt that we had come close to an 
understanding of the 
power of God. 


merciful 
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As we were to have all day Thurs- 
day off for rest or for individual 
tours of the town and the churches, 
one of the priests offered Mass for 
us after midnight, a privilege that 
can be exercised at the Shrine. It 
was a beautiful and uplifting expe- 
rience to attend the Holy Sacrifice 
at this hour on a spot that is so dear 
to Our Lady, and those of us who 
received Holy Communion offered it 
in thanksgiving to God for all the 
wonderful favors He has shown at 
this shrine of His Mother. 


On Thursday afternoon another 
soldier pilgrim and I hiked our way 
to Bartres, to the little farm on 
which Bernadette lived from the 
time she was six months old until 
she was fourteen. Because of the 
intense poverty of the family—her 
mother couldn’t supply her children 
with the things they needed because 
they were so poor—a charitable 
nurse took care of Bernadette at the 
upland farm. Though it was an 
ordinary farm that could be dupli- 
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cated many times in this part of 
France, we were glad to visit it be- 
cause of its close connection with the 
saintly Bernadette. 


Our last Mass at Lourdes was of- 
fered on Friday morning at 6:30, as 
we were to take the train out at 
eight. At breakfast, which was 
rather a solemn meal, many gave ex- 
pression to the joy they had expe- 
rienced at the shrine. One of my 
companions, a Protestant, confided 
that he would not have missed the 
experience for the world, and 
counted our pilgrimage the best fur- 
lough he had ever enjoyed. As our 
train drew out of the station, the 
eyes of all looked back on the beau- 
tiful town in the Pyrennes, scene of 
holy things not only in the past but 
even today. One last look at the 
great Basilica before it passed out 
of view, and one last prayer on the 
lips of each pilgrim concluded our 
quest for a share in the peace and 
joy Our Lady wished for the world 
when she first appeared at Lourdes. 
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—provides spiritual inspiration as well as much val- 
uable information—a dependable guide to all 
Church feasts and obligations. 


HERE IS AN IDEAL HOLIDAY GIFT 


The Christmas and New Year’s gift problem 
can be easily solved by giving these lovely Gray- 
moor Art Calendars to your family and friends, as 
they make an inexpensive and ideal gift. 
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Mount of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


























ROM Father Peter Kukera, 
youthful native priest in Ugan- 
da, comes the following ex- 
pression of thanks for help provided 
by Lamp Readers through the 
Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost : 
“You may guess what joy filled 
my heart when [ received two gen- 
erous checks from the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost. I went at 
to His Lordship Bishop Joseph 
Kiwanuka, who shared in my joy. 
‘What mission will be supported ?’ 
was the question from the Bishop’s 
mouth, echoing my own. 


once 


“Kyamulibwa was favored to be 
the recipient of the splendid aid 
given us by the Union-That-Noth- 
ing-Be-Lost. There is no worthy 
mission building in Kyamulibwa as 
yet, though fifteen catechists have 
been hard at work there for some 
time, and the people have been wait- 
ing for a priest for over twenty 
years. The long delay in the coming 
of a priest is due in part to the few 
priests available, but also to a dire 
lack of funds. Some years ago the 
Catholics of the place bought at 
great sacrifice a tract of 80 acres 
where the mission buildings might 
some day be erected. Then they col- 
lected a sum of money—they are 
very poor—to help erect a priest’s 
house, but the amount was quite in- 
sufficient for this humble purpose. 
In addition, a temporary chapel, 
school building and Sisters’ house 
would be needed if the mission is to 
be an efficient one. The offering we 
received will be of untold help in 
seeing these hopes fulfilled. 

“Kyamulibwa has a population of 
15,000, of which almost 6,000 are 
Catholics. The Moslems are in the 
majority. The mission area will 
cover a radius of fifteen miles, the 
nearest present station being twenty 
miles away. The district is partly 
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Editor’s Note: 

We are giving space to a few 
letters for the purpose of bringing 
to the attention of our readers 
some of the problems confronting 
the priests and sisters laboring in 
the Mission Fields at home and 
abroad. It is our hope too, that 
many will be moved in charity to 
extend to the Missionaries a help- 
ing hand in their need. 











wild, with many elephants, lions and 
hyenas in the jungle sections. 

“We assure you, dear Reverend 
Father, that the debt we owe you 
and the LAmp readers will be repaid 
by the daily prayers of our Catho- 


lics, especially during the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. We promise 
too, that this alms will be used 


entirely to put into operation the 
fourteenth station in the 
Masaka Vicariate, as the amount we 
received covers the cost of 13,000 
bricks. 
“With 


gratitude, 


mission 


best wishes and_ sincere 


FATHER Peter KuKERA. 


This letter gives an indication of 
the incredible that can be 
done in mission areas by the alms 
of the faithful. Father Kukera is 
treasurer of the Masaka Vicariate, 
one in which native fathers are at 
work. His address is: Catholic 
Mission, Kitovu, Masaka P. O., 
British East Africa. Offerings for 
his work may be addressed to the 
Union - That - Nothing - Be-Lost at 
Graymoor, and will be forwarded to 
him. 


| 
5 
good 


s+ * * 
The following appeal from a 
priest at work among the separated 
native Christians of South India is 
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brief indeed, but eloquent in describ- 
ing the good that can result in far- 
off lands from the alms of the faith- 
ful: 

“T appeal humbly to readers 
of Tur Lamp to help me in 
building a church for the re- 
united Brah- 

lhe conversion of many 


schismatics of 
mavar. 
more of these depends in part 
in our building a worthy church 
of God for them. I would be 
deeply grateful for 
you could do to help me 


whatever 


” 


The letter comes to us from 
Father A. M. Sequira, pastor of 
Holy Family Church, Brahmavar 


P. O., S. Kanara, South India. Of- 

ferings for his mission church may 

be sent to us at Graymoor, and will 

be forwarded to him promptly. 
oe. Ss 


Excerpts from a letter from 
Father Fent, Mill Hill missionary in 
Kenya, give a slight idea of some of 
the hardships endured by volunteer 
exiles for Christ in mission lands: 

“T am stationed at Kericho, but am 
only here one week-end each month, 
when the other Father is out on his 
‘safari’. Bishop Stam on his last 
visit had to tell me, ‘Do what you 
can for these people, Father, as ! 
can’t spare another priest to help 
you.’ The Bishop’s statement means 
that I have to look out for three dif- 
ferent regions, in each of which a 
different language is spoken and 
varying customs prevail.  In_ the 
Lumbwa country, where there are 
104,000 people, there are only 160 
Catholics, though this number re- 
presents an increase in the past few 
years. They are a backward people 
and have little contact with Euro- 
peans, whom they shun as much as 
possible. Next I have the whole 
Massai country to ‘safari’—which 








(Contributions to Missionary causes mentioned here may be sent to the Union-T hat-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoot, 


Garrison, N. Y., or directly to the missionaries concerned.) 
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means I go about with Mass kit, 
supplies, little first-aid appliances, 
and food and water for a 420 mile 
trip through rough country. There 
are 70,000 of these people, mostly 
Moslems, but a catechumenate has 
been established and the future looks 

The third area is the Sotik 
district, on which African 
different tribes have 


bright. 
farm 

workmen of 
settled. To care for all the mem- 
bers of my flock I am at work on 
my fifth African language, Kipsigis, 
which is spoken in the Lumbwa dis- 
trict. 

“The work is sometimes rough 
and tough, but I don’t think I’d 
change places with anyone. It's 
pioneering, and the Catholics here 
are on the whole very good and 
zealous. In many think 
their faith is like that of the first 
Christians, individuals 


ways | 


scattered 
among unbelievers, acting as guides 
to the light of the faith for those 
with whom they dwell. 

“The problem I’m up against is 
to replace the little mission car that 
made it possible for me to get 
around to the scattered outposts of 
the faith. It’s outlived its useful- 
ness, and can’t stand further repairs. 

“On my last trip a stretch of 
eight miles took me from 9 in the 
morning until 7 in the night, as J] 
had to get out every few feet and 
patch wires together. The roads are 
tough ones even for the gentlemen 
hunters who sometimes arrive here 
in substantial trucks. I dream of 
one of that model, that would en- 
able me to make a good job of the 
mission work. 
the question. 


The price is out of 
However, any dona- 
tion, no matter how small, to that 
purpose would help in the work of 
bringing Christ’s Gospel to these 
people, whose souls are precious in 
His sight.” 

Father Fent may be addressed as 
follows: Rev. F. Fent, Catholic 
Mission, Kaplong, P. O. Kericho, 
Kenya, British East Africa. Lamp 
readers who would like to see his 
dream of a “Mission Truck” come 
true are invited to send their dona- 
tions either directly or 


through 
Graynx or. 
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Regquiescant in Pare 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased subscribers and their near 
relatives whose deaths have been 
reported during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


to us 


Rev. Mother M. Sister 
Mary Benoit Henderson, Sister Mary 


Bernard, 
Genevieve Finley. 


Mary Murray, John L. Koehmstedt, 
Margaret Winslow, Thomas Kerrins, 
Ida Carlson, Pvt. Robert Bauer, Mrs. 
L. B. Drexel Morrell, Catherine Thur- 
ston, Victims of the Recent War, Mr. 
Patrick Walsh, McDonnell. 
Pic. Francis Canavan, S. 2/c Francis 
Otremba, Lt. John McFadden, Mrs. 
Mary Dowd, Michael Dempsey, Mrs. 
W. Heatherton, Anna Esposito, Julia 
MacDonnell, Margaret 
Brady Smith, Mary Shearer, George 
McCarthy, Mr. John Taft, Catherine 
Jones, Thomas Mohan, John Phelan, 
Mrs. Margaret Keller, Mrs. Mary 
Yerman, Mrs. Harriet M. Bradley, 
Rose A. Moore, Mary C. Kelly, Eliot 
Atwater, Elizabeth A. Talbot, William 
Talbot, Gladwin, Mrs James 
Riley. 


Francis 


Kress, Wm. J. 


Louise 





DO YOU KNOW 
SAINT FRANCIS? 


The Little Poor Man of Assisi 
has a message for everyone in the 
His times were not 
His example has 
made it easier for millions of souls 
to follow Christ. Those who want 
to know more about Saint Francis 
should read: 


Tale of a 
Troubadour 


A popular sketch of a beloved 
Saint by 


world today. 
unlike our own. 


Father Samuel Cummings, S. A. 
Price: TEN CENTS 
Order Your Copy Today from 


THE GRAYMOOR PRESS 
Peekskill, N. Y. 








CATHOLIC BOOKS 
WANTED 


Catholic literature, particularly 
devotional works, lives of the saints 
and historical studies can be used 
to good advantage in building up 
the library of our Atonement 
Brothers. If you have such books 
and no longer have use for them, 
or if in your generosity you can 
supply new books, the Brothers at 
Graymoor would be most grateful. 
Books may be mailed to: 


BROTHER LIBRARIAN, S. A. 
Saint Joseph’s House 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 











When writing to Graymoor, 
please enclose a stamp or two, as 
the Missionary and charitable ac- 
tivity of the Society of the Atone- 
ment entails a heavy outlay for 
postage. 











EVERAL trucks and cars were 
parked in the graveled space 
outside Silas Trench’s garage. 
A rather tall young man, heavily 
tanned and wearing mechanic’s 
coveralls, emerged from the repair 
shop and stood in the sunshine, wip- 


ing his hands on a bit of waste. 
He started towards the small 
brick cubicle which housed the of- 


fice but turned when a gleaming car, 


replete with pre-war chromium and 


fancy gadgets pulled up to a gas 
pump. The stout man in the car 
chewed determinedly on a cigar. 


“gy 


Let’s have some gas, Jerry,” he 
said. “How do you like being out 
of the Army?” 

“Pretty well, 
plied Jerry. “I get along fine with 
Mr. Trench. How’s Frances? I’ve 
got a date with her tonight.” 

Mr. Greydon nodded and smiled, 
but he eyed Jerry with a calculating 
expression as the young man moved 
about the pump. Then he said: 

“IT understand Silas sets great 
store by your judgment. In all the 
years I’ve known him, you're the 
first person able to advise him.” 

“Well, I know the setup around 
well. Since he’s 
started to buy real estate I’ve been 


Mr. Greydon,” re- 


Riverdale pretty 


able to point out some good buys 
to him.” 

Mr. Greydon frowned. ‘You're 
not lying there. More than once 
your advice to Silas has cost me 
money !” 

Jerry’s smile was embarrassed. 
“When you come right down to it, 
Mr. Trench is pretty shrewd with- 
out any help. I think he would have 
put through the same deals without 
me.” 

“He really thinks you know what 
it’s all about, Jerry. So do I. I 
have a proposition for you. There 
would be a commission in it. You 
know the river property I bought 
last year?” 

“Yes,” replied Jerry, alert. 


The Big Deal 


“Silas is thinking of buying it. 
But he’s hesitating at the last min- 
ute. You could do me a big favor 
by helping me swing it.” 

Jerry shook his head. ‘No busi- 
[ happen to know that the 
Superbo Cement Company has de- 


ness. 


cided not to locate here in Riverdale, 
The property is valueless.” 


Mr. Greydon turned red and 
snapped away his cigar. “You hap- 
pen to know! Mr. Scaller, the 


Superbo lawyer, has been inquiring 
about the 
knows that!” 


property. Everybody 

“Perhaps everybody is supposed 
to know that, Mr Greydon. But I 
know that you and Mr. Scaller are 
secret partners. Some people might 
swallow the bait, but I don’t think 
Mr. Trench will. And I don’t like 
your thinking that I’d sell him out 
behind his back.” 

The red of Mr. Greydon’s face 
became enriched with purple. 
“You'd better 
your bread is 
man. 
has 


realize which side 
buttered young 
Since your father fell sick he 
behind on his mortgage 
I can pull his farm out 
from under him in thirty days!” 


on, 


gone 
payments. 


Jerry was staggered. His father 
would lose the work of a lifetime. 
And his mother loved the farm. 
Through the years she had grown to 
be as much a part of it as the old 
elms or the ivy wandering up its 
walls. 

He said, “Dad’s much better now. 
He needs only a few months to 
pay.” 

“Humph!” snorted Mr. Greydon. 
“Unless you co-operate he won’t get 
that time.” 

Jerry paused, but only for a mo- 


ment. He spoke resolutely. “It 
would amount to swindling Mr. 
Trench. I won’t do it!” 


Mr. Greydon started the motor of 
He said furiously, “All 
You'll sing a different tune. 


his car. 
right! 


——By George Francis 


And you need not call for my 
daughter tonight.” 

“I’m glad she doesn’t take after 
you!” said Jerry angrily. 

The car swung out of the station 
so rapidly that a spurt of gravel flew 
from the rear wheels. Jerry stood 
looking after it, worry clouding his 
face. 

Despite her father, Jerry called 
that night at the Greydon home. Mr. 


Greydon was not there and Jerry 


went walking with Frances in the 
cool evening. He had on an old 
suit, but his discharge button 
gleamed on the lapel. Frances was 
tall too, but her blond hair and light 
complexion were in contrast to his 
unruly dark hair and heavy tan. 
“What's all this trouble between 


you and Father?” she asked anxi- 
ously. “Why don’t you want Mr. 
Trench to buy? He can sell to the 
Superbo people at a profit.” 


Jerry replied, “That’s your 
father’s version, Frances. I don't 
like to oppose your father—but Mr. 


Trench has treated me well and | 
won't mislead him.” 

Jerry explained the situation to 
When he had finished, I rances 
smiled. “Father and Mr. Trench 
been after each other for 
I’m glad you acted the way 

Father lets nothing stand 
in his way.” Her 
changed. “But I’m afraid he really 
may make trouble for your father.” 

Jerry said, “If he wasn’t your 
father I almost think I’d hate him 
Mother and Dad love the farm. It’s 
a dirty deal!” 

The following day Jerry sat with 
Mr. Trench in the garage office 
Silas Trench was a little old man 
with cunning eyes and a mouth like 
Jerry was the 


her. 


have 
years. 
you did. 


" 


expression 


a crack of granite. 
first person for whom the crusty olf 
bachelor had ever shown liking, de 
spite the fact that many sought the 
wealthy old man’s favor. He and 
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his opponent, Mr. Greydon, were 
the wealthiest men in Riverdale. 

Mr. Trench’s little eyes were 
amused as Jerry sprang to his feet 
saying vehemently, “But you don’t 
want the river property! It’s worth- 
Sure! fooled 
and thinks Scaller is sniffing around 
for it. But I’ve found out that he’s 
a secret partner of Mr. Greydon’s.” 

“I’m going to buy Laurence Grey- 
don’s property,” said the old man. 
“Joe was in the grease-pit yesterday 
when Laurence was here. He told 
me how you stuck up for me. I ap- 
preciate that, but Superbo’s got to 
I'll buy.” 

The old man’s mouth closed like 
a trap as Jerry said resignedly, 
“Well, my conscience is clear. I’ve 


less. Everybody’s 


locate somewhere. 


should be ashamed, Frances, and you know 
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Go ahead, if you’re 
determined, but don’t say I didn’t 
warn you.” 


done my best. 


The managing of the gas station 
was in Jerry’s hands because Mr. 
Trench was too busy with his vari- 
ous enterprises to spend much time 
there. Today was the occasion of 
one of his weekly visits to check 
the Later, while they 
were the Mr. 


accounts. 
going over books, 
Trench said: 

“T haven’t let Laurence know 
definitely that I’m buying. Keep- 
ing him on tenterhooks — just as 
he did to me last year when I sold 
him the Green Vista Estates.” 

Jerry smiled. Then he said seri- 
ously, “This time you’re making a 
mistake.” 

Mr. Trench’s keen eyes surveyed 
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Jerry with shrewd admiration. He 
appreciate your interest. 
But haven’t you heard what they 
say about me? ‘Old man Trench, 
looks on three sides of a dime be- 


po 


fore he lets it go: 


said, “I 


At that moment Jerry saw Fran- 
ces approaching. Even at a distance 
he could tell from her rapid stride 
that something amiss. Mr. 
Trench followed his glance out the 
window and, almost smiling again, 
told Jerry that he would finish the 
books alone. 


was 


“ 


Better not let Laurence Greydon 
catch you talking to his daughter— 
the state of mind he is in,” said Mr. 
Trench as Jerry went out. The old 
man chuckled with a sound resembl- 
ing dry leaves blowing over a roof. 

Frances’ startlingly 


eves were 
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blue in the sunlight 
rored worry. 


but they mir- 


“Oh, Jerry!” she 
know Mr. Scaller? 


son! 


gasped. “You 
A horrible per- 
He called today, but Father 
home. We talked for a 
while and it seems that Father is in 
serious trouble. He’s been extend- 
ing himself far —too much 
credit. From what Mr. Scaller says, 
Father owes him a lot of money. 
If Father doesn’t realize something 
on the river property, he’ll be in 
trouble with the bank. His credit 
will be ruined. He'll lose practic- 
ally everything !” 


wasn’t 


too 


Jerry was about to tell her that 
Mr. Trench intended to buy the 
property. Before he could speak, 
she averted her and said, 
“Couldn’t you stretch a point just 
this once Jerry? Mr. Trench can 
afford to something. Poor 
Father! He’s been a hard business 
man, but he has always been kind 
to me. After Mother died he had 
to me He’s had a 
harder time than people suppose.” 


eyes 


lose 


raise alone. 

Jerry’s eyes were pained, but his 
mouth set in a stubborn line. “You 
should be ashamed, Frances, and 
you know it! I’d consider myself 
unworthy of you if I had acted dis- 
honestly. It happens that Mr. 
Trench is going to... 

“You're as cruel as that old miser 
you work for!” Frances interrupted. 
“T love my father and if you help 
to torture him I never want to see 
you again!” 

Almost running, she left him. He 
stared after her. With his face a 
sagging picture of sorrow, he 
turned to see that Mr. Trench had 
been standing within earshot just 
inside the door of the office. 

“A fine girl, Frances,” said Mr. 
Trench, ignoring Jerry’s downcast 
expression. “Loyalty to a parent is 
an admirable quality.” 

“T suppose it is,” said Jerry un- 
happily. “But where does it leave 
me? This can’t be the end of all 
that Frances’ and I feel for each 
other—it just can’t! Maybe she 
doesn’t care as much as I thought 
she did.” 
“TI think 


, 


she does,” said Mr. 
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Trench. “Don’t forget that a girl 
who sticks up for her father would 
make a loyal wife, too.” 

Mr. Trench went inside again and 
did not hear Jerry mutter sadly, 
“Wife! It looks like a poor chance 
of that now.” 

* * * * 

However, Frances reappeared the 
following day. Jerry was amazed 
at the change in her as they sat in 
the office. 

She said, “I put in a bad night, 
Jerry, but I finally forced myself to 
realize that I had no right to 
angry. It is hard to see Father suf- 
fer so, but I have no justification for 
asking you to cheat Mr. Trench.” 


be 


Her expression showed that she had 
fought a battle with herself and 
won. “I’m sorry, Jerry. And I’m 
proud of you for not being weak.” 

Jerry said, “Just a few minutes 
ago Mr. Trench stopped by on his 
wav to the lawyer’s to sign for the 
sale—he’s buying.” 

Frances exclaimed, “How won- 
derful! Father has been in the 
dumps all day. Thank God I made 
up my mind to set myself right with 
you and my conscience before I 
heard about it! I would never have 
been able to think quite as much of 
myself afterward if I hadn’t.” She 
took Jerry’s hand. “And I hope 
there will be a long afterwards, 
Jerrv—for us.” 

Mr. Grevdon’s car rolled in with 
him and Mr. Trench in the front 
seat. Mr. Trench’s baggy clothing 
was ridiculously seedy compared to 
Mr. Greydon’s natty Palm Beach 
outfit as the two men approached 
the office. 

Mr. Greydon beamed upon Jerry 
and Frances. He said paternally, 
“Terry, forget what I said the other 
day. Sometimes I’m a little quick 
on the trigger. . Your father can 
have all the time he wants on the 
mortgage. I’m glad Frances has 
sense enough to pick a young man 
with grit—even if it was a bit in- 
convenient for me.” 

Mr. Trench smiled ironically and 
said, “Well, Laurence, thanks for 
the lift over. Excuse me for a few 
minutes while I phone the Central 





Railroad. 
river 


They're interested in the 
property. Willing t 
plenty, too.” 


pay 


“The Central!” gasped Mr. Grey- 
don. “They want the property?” 
“Sure.” 
curved upward. 


Mr. Trench’s eyebrows 
You don’t think 
an old campaigner like me would 
swallow that darn fool story about 
Superbo wanting to buy, do you? | 


“ 


rustled around and discover« 
Central is run 
through here as soon as it can 
the materials and men. They’ve 
to have that property.” 


that 
line 


get 
y 


going to 


ot 


¢ 
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“Stung again!” roared Greydon 


Then he continued more quietly, 
“Well, at least I’ve made profit 
enough to shake Scaller. That 


shark has had his teeth in me for 
months. I'll sure tell Aim off!” 

Mr. Trench said, “In the future, 
be more careful, Laurence. If you 
went broke I think I’d die of loneli- 
ness. There’d be left in 
town for me to fight except the 
bank. It’s no fun fighting a cor- 
poration.” Then he remarked inno- 
cently, “I hear you want to sell your 
K Street lots.” 

“Oh - oh,” said Jerry, sensing the 
coming struggle. Taking [rances 
by the hand he directed Joe, his as- 
sistant, to wait on customers while 
he and Frances went for a soda. 


nobody 


The light of battle brightened in 
Mr. Greydon’s eyes. Warily he set 
a price on the K Street lots. Within 
five seconds he and Mr. Trench 
were at it hammer and tongs. They 
ceased their argument when Frap- 
ces waved from the corner, her hair 
shining golden in the sun before she 
and Jerry disappeared. 

Mr. Trench said, “Maybe we're 
wasting our time trying to do each 
other, Laurence. I haven't any 
family—Jerry’s the closest to it I've 
ever had. Maybe when you and! 
are pushing up daisies he'll be rur- 
ning our combined interests, eh?” 

Then he made an offer which 
brought a cry of “Robber!” from 
Mr. Greydon. In an instant they 
had forgotten Jerry and Frances 
and were waving fists under eat 
other’s nose over the K. Street lots 
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Letters from 


i 
THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 


Wilmington, Delaware. 
“Reverend and dear Father: 

Will you kindly excuse this note referring to an article 
published in your magazine, ‘The Lamp’ for July, 1945. 
This article was written by Anne Tansey and entitled 
“Guardians of the Aged”. Permit us a respectful ob- 
servation about this article: Reverend La Pailleur was 
for the new born community a friend, a helper, a di- 


rector, an adviser, even named Superior General of the 
Little Congregation for a time, but never was the 
founder 


“We would appreciate very much anything you would 
do, Reverend Father, to have Jeanne Jugan, Sister 
Mary of the Cross, reinstated in her real place as the 
first Little Sister of the Poor and the Foundress of the 
Congregation, in the minds of the readers of ‘The 
Lamp’. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor.” 


In printing the article “Guardians of the Aged” our 
purpose was to publicize the Christlike work being per- 
formed by the heroic members of the Congregation of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor throughout the world, a 
work that has a century of excellent accomplishment be- 
hind it. The Little Sisters of the Poor venerate the 
memory of Jeanne Jugan, the first superior of the Con- 
gregation, as their foundress, and rightly so. The 
sequence of everits that led to the formation of the 
Little Sisters runs briefly as follows: Jeanne Jugan, 
who was born in 1792, came to St. Servan in Brittany 
as a nurse at the Rosais Hospital in 1825. For many 
years she dwelt with a pious woman of the town as 
servant and friend. At the death of her friend in 1835, 
Jeanne went to live in a humble abode together with 
Fanchon Aubert, an older woman who was likewise dis- 
posed to charitable activity, though neither was in a 
position to finance any formal work. In May, 1840, 
Jeanne took into this home a blind and destitute woman, 
attending to her needs in the full spirit of Christian 
charity. When this poor soul died, her place was filled 
by a feeble and impoverished servant who was without 
a home. Meanwhile in St. Servan, Marie Jamet and 
Virginia Tredaniel, under the direction of Father Le 
Pailleur, had been cultivating the practice of piety and 
good works. In October, 1840, these two young ladies, 
who had grown to love and reverence Jeanne Jugan for 
her simplicity and burning zeal for the welfare of the 
poor of Jesus Christ, met together in the upper room 
of her house to form an association to help the poor. 


Our Readers 


Father Le Pailleur was present and in charge of this 
meeting, as it would seem most appropriate for such a 
group to have the advice and assistance of a priest. On 
October 1, 1841, Jeanne Jugan and her companions, to- 
gether with the twelve old persons they were then sus- 
taining, moved to a new location which was rented for 
them by Madeleine Bourges, the fourth member of the 
community. In this location, Jeanne Jugan was unani- 
mously elected superior of the group on May 29, 1842, 
though as vet the Sisters did not take vows. She was 
December 8, 1843. On December 15, 
Father Le Pailleur, in his capacity as parish director of 
charities and of the little organization that had de- 
veloped in St. Servan, dismissed Jeanne Jugan from the 
superiorship and replaced her with Marie Jamet. For 
the rest of her life Jeanne Jugan lived simply the life 
of the rest of the Sisters, seeking no honors or distinc- 
tion for herself. She died on August 29, 1879, and at 
the present time there is evidenced widespread interest 
in the possibility that she will be raised to the altars of 
the Church because of her Christlike life. 


reelected on 


The idea of the organization of the Little Sisters of 
the Poor was first and foremost Jeanne Jugan’s; it had 
its precedent in her own efforts to alleviate the needs 
of the poor. The first members of the community were 
attracted to it by Jeanne’s example; she was elected 
the first superior by them. She made no protest on be- 
ing deprived of this office, though there is no indication 
that the other Sisters desired such a step at this early 
stage of their development. By her resignation to this 
eventuality she gave the future Little Sisters of the 
Poor a sterling example of humility and the desire to 
be unknown as individuals. Jeanne Jugan it was who 
instituted the begging activities of the Little Sisters, a 
further step in the formation of their religious spirit. 
And if there is any question left as to the chief respon- 
sibility and credit for the formation of the Little Sis- 
ters, the tradition of the Sisters themselves, who have 
always looked upon Jeanne Jugan as their Foundress, 
dissipates it. 

In presenting the article by Anne Tansey to our 
readers, we did not intend to deprive the Foundress of 
her proper role in the formation of the Little Sisters, 
and we feel sure that this was not the author’s inten- 
tion. We are grateful to the Sisters for giving us the 
opportunity of clearing up an unintentional error in 
reference to their formation and development. May 
God continue to bless the Little Sisters, keeping them 
ever faithful to the glorious example of Jeanne Jugan 
of St. Servan. 


—D. D. 
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Books reviewed below can be ordered through our Graymoor Press, 
Peekskill, N. Y. 


EASTERN CATHOLIC WORSHIP. 
By Donald Attwater, (editor). New 
York: The Devin-Adair Co. $2.50. 
This volume includes the English text 

of the ordinary Eucharistic service of 

the 
with a brief preface to each, a general 


various Eastern Rites, together 
preface on the characteristics of East- 
ern Christian worship, and for reasons 
the Eng- 


lish text of the Roman Mass as an ap- 


of comparison and contrast 


volume should 
as a handy guide to Catholics who at- 
tend divine service in any of the vari- 
ous kinds of Eastern Catholic churches 
in this country. 


pendix. Such a serve 


Interspersed with the 
words of the different liturgies is suf- 
ficient rubrical instruction to permit 
the beginner to follow with profit the 
ritual of the Liturgy. From the point 
of view of the scholar, however, it is 
well to point out that popular explana- 
the offices of the 
ritual the Catholic 
Church often leave much to be desired. 


tions of liturgical 


various groups in 
In the present volume, for instance, the 
for exactitude and 
thoroughness of the translations of the 
various liturgies would seem to depend 
on Mr. Attwater 
rally arises: 


responsibility 


The question natu- 
Is he sufficiently familiar 
with languages such as Greek and Slav- 
onic—to say nothing of the more dif- 
ficult Armenian, Syriac and Ethiopic— 
to present renditions of them 
in English? 
been 


proper 

If he is not, it would have 
for the 
sub- 


mention 
took the 
stance of his translations. The official 
imprimatur of the Church indicates that 
doctrinal errors that 


well him to 


sources from which he 


been 
works 


might have 


carried over from non-Catholic 
liturgies are absent; it does 
that the 
literary tone, reverence and grace of 


on these 


not represent a guarantee 
the original sources have been retained. 
—D. D. 


CLIMBING UP TO 
Henry Brenner, O.S.B. 
The Grail Press. $1.00. 
A little book of helpful thoughts, all 

directed 


HEAVEN. By 


St. Meinrad: 


towards leading us step by 
step to a closer knowledge and love of 
God. the knack 
of extracting the mystical and poetical 
from even the most prosaic and worldly 
allusions. —R. G. 


Father Brenner has 


Cd 


THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMER- 
ICA. By Sister M. Frederick and 
Sister M. Patrice. Wichita, Kans.: 
Cathelic Action Bookshop. 

Latin and more 
come into the foreground as a sphere 
for and better under- 
standing on the part of Americans, and 
particularly Catholic Americans. Re- 
cent efforts on the part of our govern- 
ment 


America has more 


deeper study 


cultural under- 
standings with South American repub- 
lics, towards the further end of increas- 


to create better 


ing and improving trade relationships 
and the the 
western hemisphere, have prompted a 
flow of literature on the history and 
culture of 


solidifying defenses of 


Latin American peoples. 
this effort has been directed 
on purely neutral lines, some has been 
the 


tives of Protestant groups. 


Some of 
motivated by questionable objec- 
The Catho- 
lic contribution has too frequently been 
marked by over-simplification of seri- 
ous issues. This present booklet aims 
only the history of the 
Church in Latin American countries, a 


to outline 


history in which there have been dire- 
The 


political role of the Church and her 


ful as well as glorious chapters. 


leaders in the affairs of these countries 
has not been sidestepped. The fusion 
of clergy with reactionary leaders in 
times gone by, the refusal of the Holy 
See to recognize the republican gov- 
ernments of those who had thrown off 
the yoke of Spain, the revolutionary 
intrigues that have been sponsored by 
individual ecclesiastics these are 
this 
It is intended only as a guide to 


weighed well by the authors of 
guide. 
a 400 year history of two continents, 
but it should serve to provoke special 
attention to Latin-American religious 
and cultural problems about which our 
information is vague or inaccurate. For 
practical use as a discussion textbook 
it has several excellent features, not the 
least of which is a series of questions 
on each country covered and a pro- 
nouncing guide to Spanish aid Portu- 
The effort 
religious orders to 


guese terms used. recent 
of American 
strengthen the depleted ranks of priests 
and teachers in South America is also 
outlined, and shows that this effort has 
so far but skimmed the surface of an 


intricate problem of personnel. —D. D. 








PRAYERBOOKS 
Make Ideal 


Christmas 
Gifts 


To help solve the problem 
of what to give this Christmas, 
may we suggest one of the 
following: 

THE SACRED HEART 

MANUAL 

A collection of approved 
prayers and devotions in 
honor of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, together. with prayers 
for Mass. In leather, $1.50; 
de luxe edition, $2.00. 

THE HOLY GHOST 
PRAYERBOOK 

Meditations on the Third 
Person of the Most Blessed 
Trinity, with a wide selection 
of prayers in His honor. Con- 
tains also the text of the Mass 
and the Epistles and Gospels 
throughout the year. Cloth 
binding, $1.00; imitation seal, 
$1.50. 

CATHOLICS’ POCKET 

MANUAL 

A compact guide to the pub- 
lic offices of the Church, in- 
cluding Mass, Benediction and 
Vespers. Morocco, $1.00; di- 
vinity leather, $1.50. 

JESUS, TEACH ME TO 

PRAY 

Suitable for children; with 
illustrations, 60 Cents. 

THE TERTIARIES’ 
COMPANION 

For Third Order members, 
75 Cents. 

MY SUNDAY MISSAL 

By Father Stedman. Duro- 
leather, 50 Cents. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Confraternity revision. 
Cloth, $1.25; leather, $2.50. 

Order from: 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF 
THE ATONEMENT 
Religious Article Department 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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